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Attendance this year

 95.6%
This is below our 96% 

target but we have been 
hard hit with winter bugs 
and viruses - hopefully a 

healthier start to 2026
If your child’s attendance is less 
than 95%, their learning will be 
affected by their absence. 
Should I keep my child off 
school poster? 

January 23rd 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are at the halfway point of the half term.  As you will see from 
Seesaw and Facebook, it has been a packed 3 weeks with children 
benefiting from a range of learning experiences inside and outside 
school. 

It was lovely to welcome Nursery families to our INSITE session this 
week.  INSITE dates for the rest of school are at the bottom of this 
page for your information. 

It has also been lovely to welcome Reception parents into 
Bumblebee to join in with the children’s phonics learning.  There are 
more sessions planned so please sign up if you would like to join us. 

We seem to have had 3 weeks of terrible weather.  We do try and 
get the children out for some fresh and air and exercise even on 
wet or stormy days.  Please ensure that your child has a coat in 
school every day. 

The children might have told you that we are having a real spotlight 
on attendance.  Each week the classes with the highest 
attendance will have an extra 5 mins break.  There will also be 
rewards for the classes with the best attendance across the half 
term as well as individual rewards for children who have worked 
hard to improve their attendance.  Page 2 has a spotlight on 
attendance and why it is so important. It is not just about us meeting 
our targets, it is about life chances for our children. 

Date for your diary - Wednesday 28th January - Governors 
monitoring visit.  The Governors will be on the gate at drop off if 
you’d like to talk to them. 

It just remains for me to wish you a lovely weekend.  Hopefully there 
will be some more settled weather so we can all enjoy the 
weekend! 

Kate Lee (Head of School)

INSITE Spring 2026
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf


Why is good attendance so important? 
Research tells us that one of the key factors influencing a child’s academic 
and pastoral outcomes  and their later life chances, is their school attendance. 

Children who do not have consistent school attendance are far more likely to develop 
gaps in their  knowledge and understanding, which can lead to them falling behind their 
peers and not meeting age-related expectations. The pace of lessons moves quickly and, 
if a child is frequently missing  school, they will find it very hard to keep up with the learning 
that has been lost. This learning is not repeated when they return and this can mean key 
building blocks are missing. 

We also know that frequent absences can have a negative impact on a child’s social  
development; children who are frequently absent from school can find it hard to 
establish close  friendships and they can miss out on important events.

What does good attendance look like? 
We continue to maintain a robust focus on maximising attendance for all pupils. Our 
attendance  across school currently stands at 95.6%; this is a great achievement but we 
are still keen to  increase this percentage to at least 96% in line with the DfE expectation 
for attendance.  As you can see from the table, every school day counts. Even 96% 
attendance is a full week of missed learning. 

Every School Day Counts!
Attendance Impact on learning in  

the year 
Outcome

100%  
attendance

0 days of learning  
missed 

Excellent attendance. Best chance of success – well done!

98%  
attendance

4 days of learning  
missed 

Very good attendance.

96%  
attendance

1 week of learning  
missed 

Good attendance.

95%  
attendance

1 week 4 days of  
learning missed 

Attendance needs to improve.

94%  
attendance

2 weeks 1 day of  
learning missed 

Poor attendance – we’re concerned.

90%  
attendance

3 weeks 4 days of  
learning missed

Classed by the government as persistent absentee – 
your  child will be falling behind their peers.

85%  
attendance

5 weeks 3 days of  
learning missed 

That is the equivalent  
of Summer Term 1

You will be asked to sign a parenting contract and attend 
a  meeting in school with our Attendance Improvement 
Officer.  Your child will need intervention in school.

80%  
attendance

At least 7 weeks, 3  
days of learning  
missed

You may be referred to Children’s Services for neglect. 
Your  child will be considerably behind their peers and it 
will be  difficult for them to catch up without significant 
input from  school and home.

Spotlight on: Attendance 



We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

Thank you for your 
support HS Owen

NSPCC 
Assemblies 

As part of the NSPCC “Speak out. Stay safe” programme,  pupils 
have been learning about the NSPCC through age-appropriate 
assemblies focused on staying safe. 

For Early Years and KS1The sessions shared simple, child-friendly 
messages, including the NSPCC’s PANTS rule, to help children 
understand body boundaries and who they can talk to if they are 
worried.

For Y3-Y6 the assemblies have reiterated the information about the 
PANTS rule, body boundaries and who they can talk to if they are 
worried.  However, the children also learnt about what is meant by 
the term “abuse” and the importance of speaking out if they are 
worried about anything. 

Our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils have also had a face to face 
workshop with facilitators from the NSPCC.  This is part of our PSHE 
curriculum and all children will have the chance to join one of 
these workshops when they are in Y5 or Y6. 

Children were also reminded about Childline, a free 
and confidential service for children and young people. 
They can call Childline on 0800 1111, anytime, day or 
night, if they are worried about anything.

Parents and carers can find out more about the 
NSPCC and access helpful resources by visiting the 
NSPCC website.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
your child’s class teacher or a member of the 
safeguarding team.

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

Numbers Day - Friday 6th February
We will revisit the children’s learning about the 
NSPCC.  This is a normal school day so normal 

uniform.  During the day, the children will engage in 
some activities to celebrate maths and also 
reinforce important “Speak out.  Stay safe” 

messages  

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/


We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

FOSS News  

Break the Rules Day is a new fundraiser for this 
year.  On that day, the children can pay to 
break some of our school rules (see the poster 
for the rules that can be broken). 

Our usual Golden Rules (Be Ready, Be 
Respecting, Be Safe) will still be in place and we 
still expect the children to follow these. 

However, they can wear their own clothes, 
have fun with funky hair styles, bring a non-fruit 
snack for breaktime, wear facepaint or make 
up.  

It is 50p per rule to be broken or £2 to break 
them all.  Please send the cash in with your 
child at the beginning of the day. 

The staff  will also be taking part - I wonder 
what rules they might like to break! 

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

Numbers Day - Friday 6th February
We will revisit the children’s learning about the 
NSPCC.  This is a normal school day so normal 

uniform.  During the day, the children will engage in 
some activities to celebrate maths and also 
reinforce important “Speak out.  Stay safe” 

messages  

£2394.51

Can you spare an hour to help 
at a FOSS event?  Please email 

foss@rivieraet.co.uk 

Please see the “important” 
dates page for full details of all 
the FOSS events for the next 2 

terms. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Online 
Safety - 
Roblox
  Click 
here to 
find out 

more

Whilst they can be a great way for friends to socialise, online games like Roblox that allow 
multiplayer gameplay with strangers are always fraught with a variety of dangers that can expose 
children to inappropriate or harmful content. Roblox enables people to play anonymously, which 
can often be something that attracts people to misuse the game and potentially put young people 
at risk of harm.

In addition to interacting with random strangers across the world, other factors such as in-game 
purchases and potential scams can also pose a financial risk. It’s important that parents and 
educators remain aware of the risks associated with this popular title and how it can be used safely. 
This free guide – also available in podcast format – offers parents and educators expert advice on 
what can be done to ensure that young people have a safe and enjoyable experience with Roblox.

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/roblox-2025
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/roblox-2025


Online Safety
Online chat, multiplayer games, 

friend requests  



Important Dates 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond 
are recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then 
have the fabulous job of calling or emailing  home to 
share this good news.  This is the best part of my week! 

At the following Celebration Assembly, 
the children receive their Head Teacher 
Award sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden Phonecalls 
or Emails 

Spring 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation asap)
Friday 23rd January NSPCC assembly 
Tuesday 27th January Performing Arts to Young Voices
Wednesday 28th January Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
Thursday 29th January Y6 to RAMM Exeter “Time Odyssey”  
Friday 30th January Year 4 to Exeter - Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
Tuesday 3rd February 5pm Bedtime stories for R/Y1/Y2 
Thursday 5th February FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30
Friday 6th February Number Day - normal uniform 
Tuesday 10th February Safer Internet Day  
Tue 10th and Thur 12th February Parents’ Evenings 
Friday 13th February School closes for half term

FOSS Break the rules the day (see poster) 
Monday 23rd February School opens for Spring Term 2   
Wednesday 4th March.                                   Year 4 trip to The Eden Project
Thursday 5th March World Book Day - details to follow
9th-13th March Science Week
w/c 9th March 
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30)
Wednesday 18th March Year 3 visit to RAMM in Exeter
Friday 20th March Comic Relief - Mufti 
w/b 23rd March Easter Assemblies at St Johns/ St Andrews Churches(tbc)
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert
Thursday 2nd April School closes for Easter
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1

INSITE Spring 2026
During Spring Term 1 we would like to offer 
you the opportunity to come into school to 
share your child’s learning.  The dates for the 
Spring 2026  INSITE sessions are on the right.  
Each session will take place in the 
afternoon.  Year groups will send out more 
detailed information ahead of each event. 

Nursery Wed 21st January
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March



Summer 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation as soon as possible) 
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1
Thursday 30th April FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday
11th-14th May Year 6 SATs week
18th-22nd  May Year 3 Bellever Residential

Walk to school week
Friday 22nd  May School closes for half term

Monday 1st June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Tuesday 2nd June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Wednesday 3rd June School opens for Summer Term 2
Thursday 4th June Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
1st-12th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
8th-12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Thursday 11th June N, R, Y1, Y2 Scooter Party from 3:30pm tbc
Friday 12th June Cystic Fibrosis Day - wear yellow
Wednesday 17th June Class Photos
Thursday 18th June FOSS Outdoor Disco Y3/4 and Y5/6 tbc
Wednesday 24th June 9am R Y1 and Y2 Sports Day
Friday 26th June Mufti for Summer Fair
Wednesday 1st July Y3 Y4 Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am
Thursday 2nd July Nursery Summer Fun Day 1:45pm
Friday 3rd July FOSS Summer Fair tbc
Sunday 5th July Performing Arts rehearsal at TBGS
Monday 6th July Performing Arts at TBGS
Tuesday 7th July Y3-Y6 to watch Performing Arts at TBGS (pm) tbc

Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 8th July Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 15th July Open Evening and Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Thursday 16th July Y6 Leavers’ Party
Tuesday 21st July School closes for the Summer Holiday
Wednesday 22nd July  Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)

Important Dates - 
Summer 2026 





Pumpkin Competition @The 
Devon Dumpling  

Please see the website for details about 
each club and how to sign up. 

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/clubs


Please note the following points.  A few things have slipped towards the end of this term and we 
aim for everyone to be Shiphay smart.

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 



Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Lunch Menu

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products (including peanuts, tree nuts, 
chocolate/nut spread and nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes 
due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, and even small traces 
can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe environment for all students.



Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 







Early Bird Offer – Book now for 
The Big Step 2026! 

 
Is your child moving up to secondary school in September?
The Big Step is a fun and supportive summer transition programme 
designed to help Year 6 children feel confident, settled, and ready for Year 7.
 
Delivered by qualified teachers – but it’s definitely not school – it’s our 
activities week with a twist! Each day mirrors a secondary school 
timetable, blending fun, teamwork, and new experiences to help children 
make a smoother transition.
 
 Venue: Paignton Academy
 Date: Monday 10th – Friday 14th August 2026
 
Children take part in a wide range of hands-on activities, including:
 Escape rooms
 CSI investigations
 Martial arts*
 Cooking
 Arts and crafts
 Traitors-themed team day (scavenger hunts, orienteering, and strategy 
games)
 Glow-in-the-dark dodgeball*
 CPR and defibrillator training
 Classroom games 
 Sport and much more...
 
*Activities marked with an asterisk may not be available at every school.
 
Want to see what The Big Step looks like in action?
Watch our short highlights video here:
Traitors Themed Day
The Big Step in Action

https://youtu.be/gIDlohIUlas
https://youtu.be/E7JDLI6fv_Q







