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Attendance this year 
96.2% 

Just above our 96% 

target.  Well done!  

Let’s keep it up. 
If your child’s attendance is 

less than 95%, their learning 

will be affected by their 

absence. 

Should I keep my child off 

school poster? 

19th September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Just over 2 weeks into the new school year and the term is in full swing.  

Our new pupils have settled in beautifully and all pupils have settled into 

the rhythm of their new classes and new learning environments. 

Despite it only being 2 weeks in we have already had a number of 

enrichment opportunities:

● Y4 swimming lessons have begun using the pool at Oldway

● Y6 have been on a visit to Torre Abbey to flex their creative writing 

muscles as part of the Agatha Christie festival

● Y3-Y6 have had their first FOSS disco of the year. 

As always, there are a lot more opportunities on their way this half term.  

You will be able to see your child’s learning, trips etc on Seesaw but don’t 

forget to check out our Facebook page for more information about things 

that are happening across the school.  

https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/

Playground gates - an update

As you are aware, the 2 playground gates are opened and supervised by 

a member of the leadership team at the beginning and end of every day.  

We do this as we love to be able to greet everyone as they arrive and also 

to make sure that everyone leaves the site safely at the end of the day. 

Most of the time, there are 2 members of staff available to do this.  

However, if we have a situation where only one member of staff is 

available for gate duty, we may have to prioritise and only open the main 

gate.  I appreciate that this will mean a bigger volume of people through 

the one gate but we don’t want to leave a gate unsupervised.  Hopefully 

we won’t need to do this very often but if you are waiting at the top gate 

and no one comes to open it, please come to the main gate. 

Kate Lee (Head of School)

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
If your children have grown out of uniform items, we 

would be very grateful to receive them for the pre-loved 

shop.  We need : logo polo shirts, logo sweatshirts/jackets,  

school trousers/shorts/skirts/skorts, Summer Dresses and PE 

tops and plain black shorts  Please bring donations to the 

office anytime. Thank you for your support.

If you need any items ready for the new term, 
please pop into school between 2pm and 4pm on 
Tuesday or Wednesday.  The pre-loved uniform 
boxes are in the office area for you to take what you 
need.  If you are able to give a donation, we would 
be grateful.  Pupil Council spend your donations on 
improving our school environment.  

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/


Here are our fabulous FOSS (Friends of 

Shiphay School) committee who 

mastermind all the fantastic events that 

our children, families and community 

can enjoy throughout the year. 

The committee work tirelessly to make 

sure the children have extra 

opportunities and also that much 

needed funds are raised to benefit the 

children.  Over the last 2 years, they 

have donated £15000 to help restock 

and improve our libraries,  This year they 

are embarking on ambitious projects to 

improve our outdoor spaces. 

The committee are amazing but they 

can’t do it on their own.  We need 

more volunteers to join the FOSS team.  

Not to take on committee roles,  but to 

be available to give a few hours a term 

to support at events.  Please contact 

foss@rivieraet.co.uk if you can help. 

FOSS - Meet the committee

FOSS Events - Autumn 2025

Thursday 25th September N-Y2 Scooter Party

Friday 2st November Mufti for 

Christmas Fair

Friday 28th November Mufti for 

Christmas Fair

3:30pm Christmas Fair

Events Spring / Summer 2026

Thursday 5th February Y3-Y6 disco

Thursday 19th March N-Y2 event (to be 

decided)

Y3-Y6 Disco

Spring Term Easter Trail 

Thursday 14th May Y3-Y6 Disco

Clare Madge 

Chair 
(Y5)

Tracy Osborne-Foulkes

Vice Chair
(Y3)

Hannah Dixon

Secretary

(R and Y3)

Charlotte Hunt 

Vice Secretary

(Y3 and Y5)

Lisa Manley

Treasurer

(Y1 and Y4)

mailto:foss@rivieraet.co.uk


Important Information
Can you support? As part of their 

Civic Award, our Year 6 pupils will be getting 

involved with the sale of poppies as we 

approach Remembrance.  We have been 

asked to share this information with our wider 

community. 

Volunteering in School: 
We love having parent, grandparent or other family 

volunteers in school! It is great to be able to benefit 

from the huge range of expertise that is in our 

community and the children really benefit from the 

support our volunteers give.  You don’t have to have 

any experience, just the desire to make a difference for 

our children.   If you're interested, please register your 

interest by completing this form and we will be in touch.  

Thank you! 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 

help?  To continue to nurture a love of 

reading for all pupils, we would like to 

continue to build our library stock with the 

latest releases and collections of book 

series. To keep the school libraries filled with 

books the children feel inspired to read, we 

have compiled a list of books we would like 

to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 

would be extremely grateful if you are able 

to contribute to stocking our libraries with 

some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 

on the link below or scan the QR Code:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/I

HM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdyK3PIZjixDABRz7PqYOHPlwZL2deoDGydfdrGAeeQQVXBA/viewform?usp=header
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Important Information
Menu Errors - Parent Pay
When you book meals on Parent Pay, you may have noticed that there is a small error on 

Wednesday Week 2 (see below).  It should read:

Option 1 - roast turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes and gravy

Option 2 - vegetable soya roast, stuffing, roast potatoes and gravy

We can’t change this until we get a new menu as any changes we make in Parent Pay will 

wipe everyone’s pre orders so just wanted to make you aware. 

Please also note that the Greek macaroni pastutsio contains beef



Baton of Hope Information 
Join Us for the Torbay Baton of Hope – Tuesday 30th 

September 2025 (information sent from Torbay Council)
We’re proud to support the Torbay Baton of Hope, a powerful community event promoting 

mental health awareness and suicide prevention across Torquay, Paignton, and Brixham. 

On Tuesday 30th September, over 100 Baton Bearers will take part in a symbolic relay walk, 

with a range of family-friendly wellbeing events happening throughout the day. Highlights 

include live entertainment, stalls, and activities at the Torquay Hope Hub in Princess 

Gardens, a children’s takeover from 4–6pm, and the inspiring BIG Show of Hope at the 

Riviera International Centre in the evening. Families are warmly encouraged to come along, 

cheer on the Baton Bearers, and take part in this uplifting day of hope and connection. The 

baton will be visiting Torquay, Paignton and Brixham with wellbeing events along the route 

and The Big Show of Hope at the Riviera Centre in the evening – a show of comedy, magic 

and music!

Find out more at torbaybatonofhope.com

We hope to see you there!

Many thanks

Vicky

https://www.torbaybatonofhope.com/route-and-events
https://www.torbaybatonofhope.com/route-and-events


Online Safety - Phone Safety

https://nationalco

llege.com/library

?sortBy=newest

&phase=2&cate

gories%5B0%5D

=258&amount=2

4&selectedView

=grid

According to Ofcom, 69% of under-18s use a smartphone as their main method of 

going online. Additionally, 49% of children use them for online gaming – putting 

smartphones only behind consoles (59%) as the device of choice for playing 

games on. Most people won’t require such statistical evidence, however, to 

acknowledge the huge importance of phones to young people.

Given that Santa’s recent visit is likely to have bestowed smartphones on an even 

greater number of young people, it’s a particularly opportune moment to ensure 

that children are able to use their handsets responsibly – and, above all, safely. 

From passcodes to parental controls, and from screen time to scams, our 

#WakeUpWednesday guide has the essential advice.

https://nationalcollege.com/library?sortBy=newest&phase=2&categories%5B0%5D=258&amount=24&selectedView=grid


Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026

There are 2 non-pupil days

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 

(no hub available)



Important Dates

Autumn 2025

Wednesday 24th September Year 4 - Animal Encounters 

Thursday 25th September FOSS Scooter Party for N, R, Year 1 

and Year 2

Mon 29th Sept-Fri3rd Oct Year 6 Residential - PGL Osmington 

Mills 

Tuesday 7th  October School Photos

Mon 6th-8th October Y5 Y6  Bikeability

Wednesday 8th October Y5 to London - House of Parliament

Friday 10th October Hello Yellow - wear yellow for well 

being

Wednesday 15th October PGL 2026 meeting for Y5 6pm

Y6 Transition 

- info sharing for Y5/Y6 parents 6:45pm

Mon 20th - Thur 23rd October Book Fair

Monday 20th October Y4 to TGGS to see Mary Poppins 

Tuesday 21st October Parent Consultations

Wednesday 22nd October Bellever Residential meeting for Y3 

parents 6pm

Thursday 23rd October Parent Consultations 

Friday 24th October School closes for Half Term

Monday 3rd November Non Pupil Day

Tuesday 4th November School opens after half term

Friday 7th November Roselands Fireworks 

Mon10th-Fri 14th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on 

Monday 10th)

Tuesday 11th November Year 3 Kents Cavern trip

Friday 14th November Children in Need  / Y4 Mayan 

Archaeology Day 

Friday 21st November Mufti for Christmas Fair

Monday 24th November UK Parliament Week

Friday 28th November Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair

Tuesday 9th  December R/Y1/Y2 Christmas Performance 

5pm TBGS (tbc)

Wednesday 10th December KS2 Christmas Performance 6pm 

TBGS (tbc)

Friday 12th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm 

School Hall (tbc)

Monday 15th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm

Tuesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day - R/Y1/Y2

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Fun Day Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6

Thursday 18th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper 

As you will notice, some of the 

dates are still (tbc).  We will be 

able to bring you an update 

later this term and also give you 

the dates for the Spring and 

Summer Terms. Please note, 

new / changed dates are in 

red. 



Important Dates
INSITE Autumn 2025
During Autumn Term 1, we would like to 

offer you the opportunity to come into 

school to share your child’s learning.  The 

dates for the Autumn 2025 INSITE sessions 

are on the right.  Each session will take 

place in the afternoon.  Year groups will 

send out more detailed information ahead 

of each event. 

Year 3 Tue 30th 

September

Reception Wed 1st  October

Year 5 Thur 2nd October  

Year 1/2 Wed 8th October

Nursery Thur 9th October

Year 6 Tues 14th October

Year 4 Thurs 13th 

November

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term ATerm

We love to share good news. When it 

is your child’s celebration assembly, 

please send any trophies, 

certificates, awards etc they have 

received so that we can present 

these in assembly.  This is a great way 

to celebrate their achievements and 

also inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the 

house captains give an update on 

house points, praise postcards are 

shared and the children who have 

received “Golden Phonecalls” get 

their certificates. 

We also receive updates from our 

sports teams and children who have 

represented the school at different 

events.  

Each week, children who have gone above and 

beyond are recommended to me by the adults 

in school.  I then have the fabulous job of calling 

home to share this good news.  These phone 

calls are usually done on a Friday after school 

and are the best part of my week!

At the following Celebration 

Assembly, the children receive 

their Head Teacher Award 

sticker in recognition of their 

achievements, 

Golden 

Phonecalls 

Wed 10th Sept Year 5 / Year 6

Wed 17th  Sept Year 3/Year 4

Wed 24th Sept Year 5 / Year 6

Wed 8th  Oct Year 3 / Year 4

Wed 15th Oct Year 5 /Year 6

Wed  22nd Oct Year 3 / Year 4

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 / Year 6

Wed 12th Nov Year 3/Year 4

Wed 19th Nov Year 5 / Year 6

Wed 26th Nov Year 3 / Year 4

Wed 3rd Dec Year 5 /Year 6

Wed 3rd Dec Year 3 / Year 4

*** Celebration Assemblies for Lower School will 

take place on a Thursday.  It would be lovely to 

share the children’s successes. 



Lunch Menu
As you are aware, Caterlink 

will be providing our school 

lunches from September. 

The new menu is below.  

Special Diet 

Lunches

If your child has an allergy, 

Caterlink will provide a 

personalised menu for 

them that is free of these 

allergens. 

These will be sent out in 

September with information 

about how to order. 

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products 

(including peanuts, tree nuts, chocolate/nut 

spread and nut bars) are not allowed in 

students’ lunch boxes due to allergy risks.

We have children in our school with severe nut 

allergies, and even small traces can cause 

serious reactions.

Please check all snacks and lunch items 

carefully before sending them in.

Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe 

environment for all students.



Clubs - Autumn 2025
The ethos at Shiphay Learning Academy is about opening 

doors for our children and ensuring that every pupil has a 

broad range of experiences and opportunities both within 

the curriculum and as part of our extra curricular 

programme. 

Each year our talented teachers and TAs offer a range of 

exciting extra curricular clubs and share their expertise or 

interests with the children.  In addition to this, we host a 

number of outside organisations who provide clubs for 

children to join. 

The tables below give an overview of the clubs we are 

planning to offer during the Autumn Term.  The children will 

also be consulted through Pupil Council to ensure that we 

are meeting as many of their interests as we can. 

More detailed information about each club will be 

available on our website before the club begins 

https://www.shiphay.com/clubs/ .  At the beginning of the 

term, a letter will be sent out containing Google Form links 

and information about each club.  These links will allow 

you to sign up for the clubs your child would like to join.  

For some clubs, numbers have to be limited due to health 

and safety or risk assessment constraints, but many are 

open to all.   We ask that once a child has signed up for a 

club, you support us in ensuring that they commit to 

attending regularly.

https://www.shiphay.com/clubs/


Music Lessons in School 
During 

We are currently able to offer 

guitar, violin, singing, piano, 

flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 

recorder and drums 

(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 

please contact the teachers 

directly. 

The percussion teacher’s 

email address is 

furneauxcharlie@gmail.com





Spanish Clubs at Shiphay Learning Academy
(New day for our Infant club)

¡Hola! Join our fun and interactive after-school Spanish clubs at Shiphay Learning Academy!

Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

Learning a language at a young age helps children grow in self-confidence and boosts their

natural creativity. Plus, they can absorb a language effortlessly while having fun!

At Kidslingo, we are passionate about teaching Spanish to children through play. We love

exploring different cultures and making language learning exciting with games, songs, actions,

stories, and drama.

Club Details

📅 1-hour sessions: 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm

● Wednesdays – Reception, Year 1 & Year 2

· Tuesdays – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 (Only 1 space left!)

📅 Our Autumn Term starts on 9th September 2025.

💰 £31.00 per child, per month. There is 2% admin fee applied to price.

⭐ Payments are collected monthly via Direct Debit at the beginning of each month, pro-rated 

from your joining date. You can cancel at any time.

⭐ You can join at any time, subject to availability.

✅ Current customers: No action needed—your child has been automatically enrolled.

Included:

✅ Vocabulary sheets, worksheets, and reward certificates

✅ Free access to our games site (250+ Spanish & French games)

How to Enrol

📌 To secure your child’s place, visit the link below and select Shiphay Learning Academy:

https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/

(Tip: Click Show Classes to view club details.)

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out!

Patty

https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/

