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Attendance this 
year

96.1%
Just above our 96% 
target.  Well done!  

Let’s keep it up.

If your child’s attendance is 
less than 95%, their learning 
will be affected by their 
absence. 
Should I keep my child off 
school poster? 

23rd October 2025
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy Half Term!  I always seem to be remarking on how busy 
things have been at school and this half term has certainly 
been filled with lots of fantastic opportunities for our learners.  A 
quick look at Seesaw or our Facebook pages shows not just the 
daily opportunities and learning experiences that the children 
have, but also the enrichment opportunities through clubs, trips, 
FOSS events and so much more.   Huge thanks to my fantastic 
Shiphay team who always go above and beyond to support 
the children. 

If you look at the important dates on p12, you will see that there 
are many more opportunities on the horizon during Autumn 2. 

We look forward to seeing all the children back at school on 
Tuesday 4th November after our staff training day.  Please note 
there is no Hub provision on Monday 3rd November as all staff 
members are needed for training. 

Thank you all for your continued support.  Have a lovely half 
term! 

Kate Lee (Head of School)

Our football teams are in 
desperate need of a new kit - can 
you help?  Do you know anyone 
who could help? 
With the football leagues getting underway after 
half term, we are in need of new football kits as 
the previous kits are no longer up to the job. 
We have applied for some funding but were also 
hoping that there might be someone in the 
Shiphay community who might be able to help.  
Are there any businesses who might like to 
sponsor our teams?   Please let me know 
klee@rivieraet.co.uk

Thank you for your support HS 
Owen
See the FOSS newsletter for more details 
of the Christmas Fair and other 
fundraising events. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
mailto:klee@rivieraet.co.uk


We love to read 
Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/I
HM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

School tours - share the news! 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Prospective 
House Captains 
at Shiphay have 
to go through a 
rigorous process.  
First the 
application 
stage, then the 
successful 
candidates 
present to the 
school and then, 
finally, the 
voting.  Well 
done to 
everyone who 
took part and 
welcome to the 
House Captains 
and Vice 
Captains for 
2025/2026.  It 
was a tough and 
very close 
competition.  

House Captain Elections





Harvest Celebrations  

KS2 St John’s 
Church 

Y3-Y6 visited St John’s 
last week for their 
Harvest celebration.  
The performed their 
songs with great 
enthusiasm and 
delivered food bank 
donations from the 
whole school.  Thank 
you all for your 
generous donations. 

EYFS/KS1 St 
Andrew’s 
Church 

Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 visited 
St Andrew’s for 
their Harvest 
assembly.  Rev 
Short used the 
letters of the word 
“harvest” to help 
the children think 
about its 
meaning. 



Pumpkin Competition @The 
Devon Dumpling  

KS2 St John’s Church 
The team at the Devon Dumpling has 
donated some pumpkins and challenged 
the children to a pumpkin carving 
competition.  The picture show just some 
of the 50 pumpkins being created.  
Please support the team by visiting the 
Dumpling on Halloween at 5:30pm  for 
the announcement of the winner. 



Online Safety - Memes
Memes are 
everywhere -
quick, witty, and 
wildly shareable. 
For many young 
people they are 
more than jokes, 
they’re a way to 
connect, express 
themselves and 
interpret the world. 
But behind the 
humour, there can 
be risks. This guide 
helps adults 
understand how 
memes work and 
why they matter to 
young people 
today. 

From 
misinformation to 
insensitive jokes 
and permanent 
digital footprints, 
this guide highlights 
the potential 
pitfalls of meme 
culture. With 
practical tips on 
digital literacy, 
empathy and 
open 
conversations, it 
empowers parents 
and educators to 
help children 
navigate online 
humour in a 
thoughtful, safe, 
and respectful 
way.https://nationalcollege.com/guides/memes?utm_campaign=

WUW&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=organic

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/memes?utm_campaign=WUW&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=organic


Community Events 
Poster Competition -

Saturday 25th October 
10am-12pm St Andrew’s 

Church
● Come and design a poster for 

the Shiphay Christmas event
● All resources for your poster 

design will be provided 
● Winning designs will receive a 

prize and will feature in the 
“Shiphay Matters” magazine

● Refreshments available 

Friday December 5th -
Shiphay Christmas Event
● Shiphay Performing Arts will be 

singing carols to entertain you
● Santa will be arriving to meet you 

all 
● Come and join the fun with the 

whole community 

Monday December 1st, Devon 
Dumpling Lights switch on 5pm 
● Shiphay Performing Arts will be singing carols to 

entertain you
● Come and join the fun for the light switch on



FOSS - Can you help? 

We have a fabulous FOSS Committee and 
small core group of volunteers.  However, 
they are all working parents and this means 
they are already stretched.  If we are going 
to continue to run lovely events like discos, 
scooter parties, Summer Fairs etc , then we 
need some more willing pairs of hands. 

Without the FOSS team there would be no 
events and no “extras” for the children as a 
result of their fundraising.  Even an hour at 
an event can make a big difference.  
Please contact FOSS today 
(foss@rivieraet.co.uk) 

Can you help the FOSS team? Want to help raise money to benefit the 
children?   
Could you spare a couple of hours once a term? Got some fundraising ideas? 
Don’t want to be on the committee, but happy to help? Want to help but not sure what it entails? 

mailto:foss@rivieraet.co.uk




Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Important Dates
Autumn 2025

Friday 24th October School closes for Half Term
Sat 25th Oct - Mon 3rd Nov Shiphay Scarecrow Trail 
Thursday 31st October 5pm Pumpkin winner announced -
Devon Dumpling 

Monday 3rd November Non Pupil Day
Tuesday 4th November School opens after half term
Tue 4th and Thur 6th November Y6 pupils supporting Royal British Legion
Friday 7th November Roselands Fireworks 
Monday 10th November Videogrpaher in school to produce 
school video 
Mon10th-Fri 14th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on 
Monday 10th)
Tuesday 11th November Year 3 Kents Cavern trip
Wednesday 12th November Heights and Weights for Reception 
(Nursing team)
Friday 14th November Children in Need (mufti)  / Y4 
Mayan Archaeology
Friday 21st November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Monday 24th November UK Parliament Week

Governors in 
school for monitoring visit
Tuesday 25th November The Burrow - trip to Mare and Foal 
Sanctuary
Friday 28th November Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair

Monday 1st December Performing Arts to sing at Devon 
Dumpling
Frdiay 5th December Performing Arts to sing at Shiphay 
Christmas Fair
Tuesday 9th  December R/Y1/Y2 Christmas Performance 
5pm TBGS 
Wednesday 10th December KS2 Christmas Performance 6pm 
TBGS 
Friday 12th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm 
School Hall

Performing 
Arts with Spectrum - concert in N Abbot
Monday 15th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm
Tuesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day - R/Y1/Y2
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Fun Day Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6
Thursday 18th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper 
Day 
Friday 19th December School closes for Christmas



Important Dates
INSITE Autumn 2025
During Autumn Term 1, we would like to 
offer you the opportunity to come into 
school to share your child’s learning.  The 
dates for the Autumn 2025 INSITE sessions 
are on the right.  Each session will take 
place in the afternoon.  Year groups will 
send out more detailed information ahead 
of each event. 

Year 3 Tue 30th 
September
Reception Wed 1st  October
Year 5 Thur 2nd October  
Year 1/2 Wed 8th October
Nursery Thur 9th October
Year 6 Tues 14th October
Year 4 Thurs 13th 
NovemberCelebration Assemblies Autumn TermATerm

We love to share good news. When it 
is your child’s celebration assembly, 
please send any trophies, 
certificates, awards etc they have 
received so that we can present 
these in assembly.  This is a great way 
to celebrate their achievements and 
also inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the 
house captains give an update on 
house points, praise postcards are 
shared and the children who have 
received “Golden Phonecalls” get 
their certificates. 

We also receive updates from our 
sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different 
events.  

Each week, children who have gone above and 
beyond are recommended to me by the adults 
in school.  I then have the fabulous job of calling 
home to share this good news.  These phone 
calls are usually done on a Friday after school 
and are the best part of my week!

At the following Celebration 
Assembly, the children receive 
their Head Teacher Award 
sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Wed 10th Sept Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 17th  Sept Year 3/Year 4
Wed 24th Sept Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 8th  Oct Year 3 / Year 4
Wed 15th Oct Year 5 /Year 6
Wed  22nd Oct Year 3 / Year 4

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 12th Nov Year 3/Year 4
Wed 19th Nov Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 26th Nov Year 3 / Year 4
Wed 3rd Dec Year 5 /Year 6
Wed 3rd Dec Year 3 / Year 4

*** Celebration Assemblies for Lower School will 
take place on a Thursday.  It would be lovely to 
share the children’s successes. 



Lunch Menu The new menu for 
November-March is below.  
It will be updated on Parent 

Pay over half term. 

Christmas 
Lunches 
Fun Days will be as 
follows:
N-Y2 Tuesday 16th 
Dec
Y3-Y6 Wednesday 
17th Dec

More details to 
follow…. 

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products 
(including peanuts, tree nuts, chocolate/nut spread and 
nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes due 
to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, 
and even small traces can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before 
sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe 
environment for all students.



Music Lessons in School 
During 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

The percussion teacher’s 
email address is 

furneauxcharlie@gmail.com
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