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Attendance this year

 95.4%
This is below our 96% 

target but we have been 
hard hit with winter bugs 
and viruses - hopefully a 

healthier start to 2026
If your child’s attendance is less 
than 95%, their learning will be 
affected by their absence. 
Should I keep my child off 
school poster? 

18th December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Wow!  What a busy term and a very busy couple of weeks.  If has 
been a real privilege to be part of the festive magic in school. The 
children performed their hearts out at TBGS.  Performing Arts have 
been part of community events in school, in Shiphay and further 
afield at a concert in aid of Devon Air Ambulance.  Meanwhile in 
school, my fabulous colleagues have supported fun days, puppet 
shows and today’s Reindeer Run in aid of Rowcroft.

During this term we have raised near £1000 for Royal British Legion, 
Children in Need and the food bank.  The Rowcroft total will be 
shared in January.  Thank you all for your support. 

All this has led to a very long newsletter.  Some key points:
● Feedback from the Parent Survey
● Important dates for Spring and Summer Terms
● An invitation to the school nurse drop in on Thur 22nd 

January
● Clubs information for the Spring Term
● Key safeguarding and online safety information to support 

you as parents/carers
It just remains for me to wish you all a very lovely Christmas break.  
We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 5th January.  As they 
say in my part of the world - Nadolig Llawen! 
 
Kate Lee (Head of School)

Congratulations! The rosette winners from each class 
are the children who have earnt the most points for 
their houses this term.  Well done everyone! 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf


We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

Thank you for your 
support HS Owen

Thank you for your 
support Rev Comps

RevComps have very 
kindly donated 15 toy 

vouchers to support our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

Thank you! 

They will also be supporting 
FOSS in the future. 

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

The prize 
winners from 
the pumpkin 

carving 
competition  

Performing Arts loved singing 
as part of the Christmas light 

switch on!  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share






Accessing Curriculum Information 
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk
/topic/curriculum

In the Curriculum Menu, you will find information 
about each of the subject areas in school. 

Each subject area has the key information for 
each year group. 

Each term a curriculum overview for English, 
Maths and homelearing is also added to the 
website (at the bottom of “subject areas”).  This 
will give you an overview of learning in these 
core areas.  

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/topic/curriculum
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/topic/curriculum


Important Dates 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond 
are recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then 
have the fabulous job of calling or emailing  home to 
share this good news.  This is the best part of my week! 

At the following Celebration Assembly, 
the children receive their Head Teacher 
Award sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden Phonecalls 
or Emails 

Spring 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation asap)
Monday 5th January School opens for Spring Term 1
Thursday 15th January FOSS Glow Dodgeball event for R and Y1/2
Tuesday 22nd January School Nurse drop in / Parent coffee morning  
Friday 23rd January NSPCC assembly 
Tuesday 27th January Performing Arts to Young Voices
Wednesday 28th January Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
Thursday 29th January Y6 to RAMM Exeter “Time Odyssey”  
W/b 26th January Bedtime stories for N/R/Y1/Y2( tbc) 
Friday 30th January Year 4 to Exeter - Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
Thursday 5th February FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Friday 6th February Number Day
Tuesday 10th February Safer Internet Day  
Tue 10th and Thur 12th February Parents’ Evenings 
Friday 13th February School closes for half term
Monday 23rd February School opens for Spring Term 2   
Wednesday 4th March.                                   Year 4 trip to The Eden Project
Thursday 5th March World Book Day - details to follow
9th-13th March Science Week
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Wednesday 18th March Year 3 visit to RAMM in Exeter
Friday 20th March Comic Relief - Mufti 
w/b 23rd March Easter Assemblies at St Johns/ St Andrews Churches(tbc)
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert (tbc)
Thursday 2nd April School closes for Easter
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1

INSITE Spring 2026
During Spring Term 1 we would like to offer 
you the opportunity to come into school to 
share your child’s learning.  The dates for the 
Spring 2026  INSITE sessions are on the right.  
Each session will take place in the 
afternoon.  Year groups will send out more 
detailed information ahead of each event. 

Nursery Wed 21st January
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March



Summer 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation as soon as possible) 
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1
Thursday 30th April FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday
11th-14th May Year 6 SATs week
18th-22nd  May Year 3 Bellever Residential

Walk to school week
Friday 22nd  May School closes for half term

Monday 1st June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Tuesday 2nd June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Wednesday 3rd June School opens for Summer Term 2
Thursday 4th June Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
1st-12th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
8th-12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Thursday 11th June N, R, Y1, Y2 Scooter Party from 3:30pm tbc
Friday 12th June Cystic Fibrosis Day - wear yellow
Wednesday 17th June Class Photos
Thursday 18th June FOSS Outdoor Disco Y3/4 and Y5/6 tbc
Wednesday 24th June 9am R Y1 and Y2 Sports Day
Friday 26th June Mufti for Summer Fair
Wednesday 1st July Y3 Y4 Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am
Thursday 2nd July Nursery Summer Fun Day 1:45pm
Friday 3rd July FOSS Summer Fair tbc
Sunday 5th July Performing Arts rehearsal at TBGS
Monday 6th July Performing Arts at TBGS
Tuesday 7th July Y3-Y6 to watch Performing Arts at TBGS (pm) tbc

Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 8th July Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 15th July Open Evening and Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Thursday 16th July Y6 Leavers’ Party
Tuesday 21st July School closes for the Summer Holiday
Wednesday 22nd July  Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)

Important Dates - 
Summer 2026 





Pumpkin Competition @The 
Devon Dumpling  

Please see the website for details about 
each club and how to sign up. 

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/clubs


Safeguarding Book Alert
We have been made aware that several titles in the ‘According to Humphrey’ series contain a 
weblink at the back of the book that no longer directs people to information about the books. 
Instead, the link has been compromised and now leads to inappropriate and unsafe material 
that should not be accessed by children at any age.

Below are images of some of the front covers in the series to help you identify the books should 
you have any at home. The link can be found on the back cover or may also be included on a 
page inside.

For clarity and reassurance, we are not aware of any children who have accessed this link at 
our school, and we have checked and removed copies of the book with the weblink from 
school circulation.

Actions and Next Steps:

● If you have any of these books at home, we advise you to remove them immediately or 
remove the page with the weblink.

● Be extra-vigilant with all children’s books that contain links and ensure that they are 
checked by an adult.

 We are grateful for your continued support in working together to keep our children safe.

 

 

 



Online Safety -  Click here to find out more

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvist.ly%2F4iu8n%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4gXtKfWkTLOVwV35u-kpxaClDBYXYJ5jBmUoS1ge2cpvhDa7DkHYF19pmV6A_aem_fF1oLARJsEW3Z4LXrAQkKA&h=AT0Pm1mg_qszJUwGYiMuHvvmCuvS_Ue5zFPU2VyPA-iYijPjTNmPXyTpmu7FJQB6to3m6i02OcnjI2ncdqMxV-4XJGw8E3_5CWyFNENnWFsrZVdq8iPDckFjkh4DiwN-z_QwdmJ2fSvY5aXDNAkDJVTwl92nK4Kz7QDS4A&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1EY3frh5L8sY9IVtCvxR6vuQl11xASJVX_7Da5hyfM9865ZjKCqcsJhZA-O4drwRCyJQDnZtQnM7thwxKgZ_l4HeHfQqy28nRJN_O1ANgVZp_Z4FuvwrhiRXGrr4t3ixvngSRI1ec64XWnK50Alg2vCP8JWEikl1Ys5ZNq3fikyTMJ7RRgjb7G7VKYpSwf7xCMgPq8jZfTuBkKz9VKeJJ8


Online Safety 
Toy scalping, fakes and online scams are more than just frustrating, 
they can impact children’s wellbeing and financial understanding.

This week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide explores how bots and 
unscrupulous sellers snap up high-demand toys and resell them at 
inflated prices, and how young people can be targeted by scams. 
Learn how to talk to children about fairness, spotting scams, and 
staying safe online.

Download your FREE copy here >>  https://vist.ly/4hxpi

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZY1WuaU1GJpVS9CQFqqK9dACVclEzp7HvTSOHPiWAYDh8AxFCDQ2Vm_f6Roa5shTSOQJS6ryhUp65anEaeAiYd4qWLrK_U9mtsoyCJKgSau6onqGT5yuBiOroLSOZ77MxvPKpp8VPrFlMFvmYIEzvDfKt-fs0OQxKwZSqzND36F7Opr85OcfUVc88UZBTO6gVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvist.ly%2F4hxpi%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5tkC0RBB8XC4Pywag8OlLmQDLO1jEnoGXR3oy3yUlQwYei1tJHyj8mIxi8Fg_aem_T3vVtYJ-C6bp7i63bhK0zQ&h=AT0Kd7h_0PjatSSgz5jJ1XchGO4AXPYhJpRUwwKUDUGJOXcvWewSdAstFdcuha9Zsd1bTevB6JL9VjwRr9hyoFA8e7TiDKLquswkcgwE1WPAL4CbxJFlnR0EhQZTLhecBW46z0Ty642XWU3ef-xyOYHg-F7ef6kF87EBMA&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1fNQfio3RRBngv-wNRTm9-uQdiKUJB6AMNsGsbeafZaXEKCX_GKUJf0OZi4z3IHD4T0W8QLeXRe0tyh6BUyR7Th6iPBWv2Ref4c2k9qHmQUBMrupJWA17YJSMUI8ae_hh_UcG5YU4CnIqDP1NXtjh5aDCYkq0cnA6PAlS5PzCr5EsQqpclbbGtL9tHMrieUNCVDjecpGeOBNPvP4ckvGqE


Online safety - free online 
workshop for parents NSPCC 

● Click HERE to access

●

●

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/


Please note the following points.  A few things have slipped towards the end of this term and we 
aim for everyone to be Shiphay smart.

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 



Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Lunch Menu

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products (including peanuts, tree nuts, 
chocolate/nut spread and nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes 
due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, and even small traces 
can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe environment for all students.



Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 







Please support Rowcroft Hospice and help 
us to continue providing end-of-life care for 
our local community. In return for a 
donation (suggested £10), we will collect 
and recycle your Christmas tree. Your 
donation will help make a real difference to 
local patients and their families across 
South Devon.

We are delighted to be working in 
partnership with Torbay Clearance Services 
and a team of dedicated Rowcroft 
volunteers who will collect Christmas trees in 
the South Devon community to help raise 
vital funds for Rowcroft. Trees will be 
collected in the Torbay Boundary Area 
(postcodes TQ1 -TQ5), as well as Totnes 
(TQ9), Newton Abbot (TQ12 only), and 
Teignmouth (TQ14).

All funds raised will directly sustain the vital 
care services that Rowcroft provides.

For example:

£10 could pay for fuel for a Rowcroft car, enabling one of our specialist nurses to visit 
patients in their own homes across South Devon, offering expert care and support.

£14 could pay for the cost of oils and creams used by our complementary therapists 
for a week, helping our patients to relax and find comfort during difficult times.

£27 could pay for an hour of care for a patient with complex needs in Rowcroft’s 
specialist Inpatient Unit.

Collections will take place between Tuesday 6 January – Friday 9 January 2026.

Thanks to Devon Tree Services, every tree collected will be chipped and recycled into 
mulch to enhance the hospice gardens, helping them to bloom and flourish throughout 
the year!

Book your collection

Registrations for the Christmas Tree Recycling Service close at 11.59pm on Sunday 4 
January 2026.

House Captain Elections

https://rowcrofthospice.org.uk/events/christmas-tree-collection/


Early Bird Offer – Book now for 
The Big Step 2026! 

 
Is your child moving up to secondary school in September?
The Big Step is a fun and supportive summer transition programme 
designed to help Year 6 children feel confident, settled, and ready for Year 7.
 
Delivered by qualified teachers – but it’s definitely not school – it’s our 
activities week with a twist! Each day mirrors a secondary school 
timetable, blending fun, teamwork, and new experiences to help children 
make a smoother transition.
 
 Venue: Paignton Academy
 Date: Monday 10th – Friday 14th August 2026
 
Children take part in a wide range of hands-on activities, including:
 Escape rooms
 CSI investigations
 Martial arts*
 Cooking
 Arts and crafts
 Traitors-themed team day (scavenger hunts, orienteering, and strategy 
games)
 Glow-in-the-dark dodgeball*
 CPR and defibrillator training
 Classroom games 
 Sport and much more...
 
*Activities marked with an asterisk may not be available at every school.
 
Want to see what The Big Step looks like in action?
Watch our short highlights video here:
Traitors Themed Day
The Big Step in Action

https://youtu.be/gIDlohIUlas
https://youtu.be/E7JDLI6fv_Q




Click Here for Info

https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/sup%20plier/saints-southwest-e5eb14c2-dbc0-%204b87-aa0c-73b96662e6d3/activities?%20activityTags=afterschoolclub

