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Attendance this 
year 
95.6%

(Nationally 94.5%)

This is very close to 
our 96% target.  Let’s 

keep it up!

If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will be 
affected by their 
absence. 
Should I keep my child 
off school poster? 

24th July 2025
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve reached the end of another year full of fantastic learning, extra curricular and wider 
opportunities for all our pupils.  Everything we do is about opening doors for children and 
giving them chances to shine.  When I look back through the year and all the fantastic 
opportunities the children have had, it makes me feel very proud indeed and very thankful to 
work with such a dedicated team. 

At this time of year we bid farewell to a number of colleagues and thank them for their 
contributions to the Shiphay family:

● Now that Miss Waterson has returned from maternity leave, Mrs Lou Darvid will be 
leaving to take on a new role in the SEN team at a secondary school in Exeter.

● Miss Alex Pinggera leaves Year 3 to take up a role in another Torbay primary school.
● Mr Joe Giampaglia, Miss Katie McCooey-Hall, Mrs Carlie Moon, Mrs Jemma 

Needham and Mrs Linda Hickman all leave our TA team and we wish them all the 
very best in their next adventures. 

● Miss Sarah Dollar leaves the TA team but will still be supporting pupils during 
lunchtimes.

● Miss Lucy Drohan leaves our leadership team to take up the post of Deputy 
Headteacher at Roselands. 

As our Y6s head for secondary school, we also bid “au revoir” to the Class of 2025.  We look 
forward to them returning to school in the future and telling us all about their successes. 

This final newsletter has information about:
● Future dates
● Key reminders for September (uniform and food in school)
● New menu for Caterlink lunches
● Clubs Overview Autumn 2025 (clubs start from week 2)
● Trips and enrichment overview 2025/2026
● Summer reading challenge - sign up to keep those reading skills fresh throughout the 

Summer.
● Other important information

Autumn Term Clubs
These are all on the website CLICK HERE . Please sign up on the Google Form if your child 
would like to join the club.  Each club page has full details of times, locations and staff. Mr Ellis 
will be leading football club and will post information once he starts in September. 

It just remains for me to wish you a very happy holiday.  For some families, this is the end of 
their Shiphay journey.  For others, we look forward to seeing you in September.  Please 
remember that the first day of term for all pupils is Thursday 3rd September 2025. 

Kate Lee (Head of School)

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
If your children have grown out of uniform items, we 
would be very grateful to receive them for the 
pre-loved shop.  We need : logo polo shirts, logo 
sweatshirts/jackets,  school 
trousers/shorts/skirts/skorts, Summer Dresses and PE 
tops and plain black shorts  Please bring donations 
to the office anytime. Thank you for your support. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.shiphay.com/autumn-2025-club-information/


Careers in Construction Week
Rocksteady Summer Gig 2025

Well done to our Rocksteady bands who 
entertained us on Friday afternoon.  It 
was great to hear about the skills they 
have been working on and to hear the 
results of their hard work 

Rocksteady is open to all pupils from R to Y6.  The children attend a weekly band 
practice and develop their skills ready for performances at the end of each term.   If 
you are interested in finding out more, please see the flyer that was sent home with 
your child on Friday or see the information at the end of this newsletter



Careers in Construction Week
News from around school  

Performing Arts 
delighted audiences 
last week with their 
stellar performance 
of Alice The Musical.   



Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Important Dates 
Autumn 2025

Tue 2nd and Wed 3rd September Non Pupil Days
Thursday 4h September Autumn Term Starts 

Welcome Week
Week beginning 15th September Autumn Term Clubs start 
Tuesday 16th September Flu Vaccination 
Wed 17th / Thur 18th September Y6 to Torre Abbey - Agatha Christie Festival
Thursday 18th September Bikeability Y3/Y4

FOSS disco Y3/4 and Y5/6
Thursday 25th September FOSS Scooter Party for R, Year 1 and Year 2 (tbc)
Mon 29th Sept-Fri3rd Oct Year 6 Residential - PGL Osmington Mills 

Tuesday 7th  October School Photos
Mon 6th-8th October Y5 Y6  Bikeability
Wednesday 8th October Y5 to London - House of Parliament
Friday 10th October Hello Yellow - wear yellow for well being
Wednesday 15th October PGL 2026 meeting for Y5 6pm

Y6 Transition - info sharing for Y5/Y6 parents 6:45pm
Monday 20th October Y4 to TGGS to see Mary Poppins 
Tuesday 21st October Parent Consultations
Wednesday 22nd October Bellever Residential meeting for Y3 parents 6pm
Thursday 23rd October Parent Consultations 
Friday 24th October School closes for Half Term

Monday 3rd November Non Pupil Day
Tuesday 4th November School opens after half term
Friday 7th November Roselands Fireworks 
Tuesday 11th November Year 3 Kents Cavern trip
Friday 14th November Children in Need
Friday 21st November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Friday 28th November Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair

Tuesday 9th  December R/Y1/Y2 Christmas Performance 5pm TBGS (tbc)
Wednesday 10th December KS2 Christmas Performance 6pm TBGS (tbc)
Friday 12th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm School Hall (tbc)
Monday 15th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm
Tuesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day - R/Y1/Y2
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Fun Day Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6
Thursday 18th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 19th December School closes for Christmas

Monday 5th January School opens for Spring Term 

As you will notice, some of the dates are still (tbc).  
We will be able to bring you an update in the Autumn 
Term and also give you the dates for the Spring and 

Summer Terms. 



Important Dates 
INSITE Autumn 2025
During Autumn Term 1, we would like to 
offer you the opportunity to come into 
school to share your child’s learning.  The 
dates for the Autumn 2025 INSITE sessions 
are on the right.  Each session will take 
place in the afternoon.  Year groups will 
send out more detailed information ahead 
of each event. 

Year 3 Tue 30th September
Reception Wed 1st  October
Year 5 Thur 2nd October  
Year 1/2 Wed 8th October
Nursery Thur 9th October
Year 6 Tues 14th October
Year 4 Thurs 13th November

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term ATerm

Wed  10th Sept Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 17th  Sept Year 3/Year 4
Wed 24th Sept Reception/Year 1 / Year 2
Wed 8th  Oct Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 15th Oct Year 3/Year 4
Wed  22nd Oct Reception/Year 1/ Year 2

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 12th Nov Year 3/Year 4
Wed 19th Nov Reception/Year 1/Year 2
Wed 26th Nov Year 5 / Year 6
Wed 3rd Dec Year 3/Year 4
Wed 3rd Dec Reception/Year 1/Year 2

We love to share good news. When it 
is your child’s celebration assembly, 
please send any trophies, 
certificates, awards etc they have 
received so that we can present 
these in assembly.  This is a great way 
to celebrate their achievements and 
also inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the 
house captains give an update on 
house points, praise postcards are 
shared and the children who have 
received “Golden Phonecalls” get 
their certificates. 

We also receive updates from our 
sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different 
events.  

Each week, children who have gone above and 
beyond are recommended to me by the adults 
in school.  I then have the fabulous job of calling 
home to share this good news.  These phone 
calls are usually done on a Friday after school 
and are the best part of my week!

At the following Celebration 
Assembly, the children receive 
their Head Teacher Award 
sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden 
Phonecalls 



A few things have slipped towards the end of this term and so I wanted to send these key reminders:

Snacks for breaktime - these should be pieces of fresh fruit or veg only.  Recently we have seen a huge range of 
different snacks being brought in, including sweets and chocolate. If you would like to send your child with a snack 
for breaktime, this should be fresh fruit or veg only.  This doesn’t include boxes of raisins, fruit winders or fruit yoghurt.  
To keep it simple and clear, breaktime snacks should only be pieces of fresh fruit or veg. 

Lunch boxes - please follow these guidelines:
● No whole nuts - we do have children with severe allergies.  Please do not send anything with whole nuts (this 

includes peanut butter).  Of course, it is very hard to avoid products that say “may contain nuts”.  These are 
fine.  We simply ask you to refrain from sending anything with whole nuts. 

● Please cut grapes lengthwise - this is especially important for younger children as a whole grape could easily 
become lodged in their throat

● Please no snacks like popcorn for younger children - snacks that are of a size that could become lodged in a 
child’s throat should be avoided

● No sweets or lollipops - please do not send sweets in your child’s lunchbox
● No swapping - it is lovely when the children want to share with each other.  However, due to allergies and 

different parents’ wishes, we discourage this. 

Water Bottles in school - please make sure that your child has a named water bottle in school every day.  We prefer 
children to have water in their bottles but, because we know how important it is for children to be well hydrated, 
weak squash is also acceptable. 
Your child’s water bottle will be stored centrally in the classroom.  Children are prompted to have a drink before and 
after break and lunch.  During lesson time, they can access their water bottle during activity time but not while an 
adult is teaching or leading a class discussion. 

Sweets and treats on birthdays - we ask that children don’t bring in sweets or treats to share with the class on their 
birthdays.  This is for a range of reasons:

● Not all families can afford to buy treats for the whole class
● Not all parents would want their children to have sweets 
● Some children have allergies and intolerances and so we have to me 

mindful of this.  It can also be very upsetting for them if everyone else is 
tucking into something nice and they can’t have it because to their 
allergy. 

Food in school - Key Reminders 
ahead of September

 Need some 
support?  Talking 
Heads can help. 
Click HERE 

https://www.turningheads.org.uk/community-kitchen/


Lunch 
Menu

As you are aware, Caterlink will be providing our 
school lunches from September. 
The new menu is below.  
The menu will go live on Parent Pay towards the 
end of August so that you have time to order for 
the new term. 

Special Diet 
Lunches

If your child has an allergy, 
Caterlink will provide a 
personalised menu for them 
that is free of these 
allergens. 

These will be sent out in 
September with information 
about how to order. 

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products 
(including peanuts, tree nuts, chocolate/nut 
spread and nut bars) are not allowed in 
students’ lunch boxes due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut 
allergies, and even small traces can cause 
serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items 
carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe 
environment for all students.



Please note the following points when you are purchasing uniform for September.  There are a few things 
that slip from time to time and we want to make sure that everyone is Shiphay smart. 

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, especially as 
children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to just purchase plain 
black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.  These should be plain black and should 
not have large logos. 

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black).  For clarity, 
small means no larger than the child’s hand. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately knee 
length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not acceptable 
as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 



Clubs - Autumn 2025
Thank you 

FOSS The ethos at Shiphay Learning Academy is about opening 
doors for our children and ensuring that every pupil has a 
broad range of experiences and opportunities both within 
the curriculum and as part of our extra curricular 
programme. 

Each year our talented teachers and TAs offer a range of 
exciting extra curricular clubs and share their expertise or 
interests with the children.  In addition to this, we host a 
number of outside organisations who provide clubs for 
children to join. 

The tables below give an overview of the clubs we are 
planning to offer during the Autumn Term.  The children will 
also be consulted through Pupil Council to ensure that we 
are meeting as many of their interests as we can. 

More detailed information about each club will be 
available on our website before the club begins 
https://www.shiphay.com/clubs/ .  At the beginning of the 
term, a letter will be sent out containing Google Form links 
and information about each club.  These links will allow 
you to sign up for the clubs your child would like to join.  For 
some clubs, numbers have to be limited due to health and 
safety or risk assessment constraints, but many are open to 
all.   We ask that once a child has signed up for a club, you 
support us in ensuring that they commit to attending 
regularly.

https://www.shiphay.com/clubs/


Trips and Enrichment Planner 2024/2025 (draft)
As part of our aim to open doors for pupils and give them opportunities to see their learning in the real 

world, these are our proposed trips and enrichment visits for 2024/2025.  Some are linked to the curriculum 
and some are linked to Riviera 70 opportunities.  This list is not exhaustive as opportunities will arise during 
the year. 

We know that the number and “size” of trips is not the same in every year group.  However, during 
their time with us, children will have this full range of opportunities. 

As a school and Trust, we have devised a list 
of 70 experiences that we believe children 
should , and will , have during their time at 
Shiphay.   These experiences enhance the 
curriculum we offer. 

Some of these experiences have been built 
into our curriculum and will link with some of 
the National Curriculum experiences.  Others 
will be stand alone activities to enrich the 
children’s learning. 

We record these experiences in the class Personal Development books so 
that the  children can look back on their memories as they move through 
school. 



The Summer Book Quest

 This year Libraries Unlimited have come up with their own Summer Reading Challenge, 
called the Summer Reading Quest. It has an underwater theme and focuses on saving the 
planet. 

The challenge is different and children are asked to set their own targets. Some of it is 
about reading, total books or minutes, sometimes just 10 mins here and there, going to 
leisure places like libraries. Plus there are lots of other activities in the free starter kit, so it 
appeals to children of all different abilities and with differing family setups and resources. 

The illustrations are fantastic and instead if a medal this year there will be stickers, a 
certificate and a starfish ninja keyring. Torquay Library will also be adding their own prizes 
and a prize draw plus spot prizes for finishers. We will also have affordable events over 
Summer every day.   This Quest is completely free.

Children aged 4-12 can take part in The Summer Book Quest, running July to September. 
Join Libro and friends on a new adventure; track your reading, enjoy visits to the library 
and complete special activities, then collect your medal and certificate!

Sign up at your local library in the summer holidays, complete fun activities and enjoy the 
stories you love to complete the challenge.  
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/services/reading-challenges/

https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/services/reading-challenges/


Help your child continue their reading journey over the summer with the help of 
our fantastic reading resources. 

Enjoy a Summer of Reading Fun

With the summer holidays just around the corner, we are looking forward to a well-earned break 
from school. For many children, the long summer break can lead to a reading 'dip', with some 
struggling with their reading when they return to school in September.

Below are some of our resources that will help your child to keep reading over the holidays and enjoy 
a summer of reading fun!

Accelerated Reader

According to research, pupils who read at least 35 minutes a day with a 
90% comprehension rate on Accelerated Reader quizzes see the greatest 
gains. During the Summer, your child can quiz on books they have read by 
logging in to Accelerated Reader: 

· Accelerated Reader Logon

· Accelerated Reader Guide

Bug Club

Bug Club is so much more than just a reading programme. The enormous 
range of fiction, non‑fiction and poetry texts, captures children’s imagination 
and nurtures lifelong readers.Your child can access their Bug Club Account 
anytime and read allocated books from their library anytime throughout the 
year. 

· Bug Club Logon

· Bug Club Guide

Rockerbox News (Y3-6)

Rockerbox News is a 100% non-fiction literacy improvement platform, bursting 
with levelled non-fiction articles to support, challenge, and inspire every learner, 
no matter their' working at' level. Used in short, sharp bursts, Rockerbox News is 
proven to lead to significant improvements in attainment, literacy, 
comprehension, vocabulary, global awareness, and confidence. 

Your child can access their Rockerbox News Account anytime throughout the 
year and read a vast range of interesting age-appropriate news articles.

· Rockerbox News

https://ukhosted21.renlearn.co.uk/2236609/
https://www.shiphay.com/accelerated-reader-1/
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?e=-1&c=0
https://www.shiphay.com/bug-club/
https://students.myrockerbox.com/auth/login


Amazon Wish List - Thank you!   

To continue to nurture a love of reading for 
all pupils, we would like to continue to build 
our library stock with the latest releases and 
collections of book series. To keep the 
school libraries filled with books the children 
feel inspired to read, we have compiled a 
list of books we would like to purchase into 
a wish list on Amazon. We would be 
extremely grateful if you are able to 
contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/I
HM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

WOW!  What an amazing selection of new books for our MST and UST libraries!  
Thank you so much to everyone who has donated.  If you are able to support 
and would like to buy books from the wishlist, please see the information below. 

Amazon Wish List - 
Can you help?    

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


How do I find out what my child will be learning 
next term? 

In order to safeguard children at the end of the school day and ensure 
that we are aware of which children have parental permission to walk 
home, we ask that parents complete this form to let us know that they are 
happy for their child to leave the school grounds without an adult.  Please 
click this link to access the form. 
If this form has not be completed, children will be required to stay with their 
class teacher until they are collected. 

Permission to Walk Home - Sept 2023

Hub 
Bookings 
Aut 2023

● Go to our website www.shiphay.com
● Under the “Children” tab you will find a section for each team. 
● Click on the team your child is in (for example Lower School Team for N R 

and Y1. 
● You will find information about the team and also a link to the Year group’s 

page. 

Each Year group page has the same 
sections with lots of information for you to 
explore. 

In the Curriculum Overview section, you 
will find:

● A Curriculum Overview for English 
and Maths

● The Knowledge Organisers for 
each subject  

The Reading for Pleasure Tab is 
another useful source of 
information for supporting the 
all important skills of reading. 

Each year group also has a “Reading” tab in 
their curriculum information.  Here you will find 
the expectations for the year group, but also 
support for reading at home, ideas for top reads 
and other useful information. 

https://forms.gle/drKWx2CCEZvY9X726
http://www.shiphay.com


Music Lessons in School 
During 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

The percussion teacher’s 
email address is 

furneauxcharlie@gmail.com





Spanish Clubs at Shiphay Learning Academy
(New day for our Infant club)
 
¡Hola! Join our fun and interactive after-school Spanish clubs at Shiphay Learning Academy!
Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.
Learning a language at a young age helps children grow in self-confidence and boosts their 
natural creativity. Plus, they can absorb a language effortlessly while having fun!
At Kidslingo, we are passionate about teaching Spanish to children through play. We love 
exploring different cultures and making language learning exciting with games, songs, actions, 
stories, and drama.
 
Club Details
📅 1-hour sessions: 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm

● Wednesdays – Reception, Year 1 & Year 2
·   Tuesdays – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 (Only 1 space left!)

📅 Our Autumn Term starts on 9th September 2025.
💰 £31.00 per child, per month. There is 2% admin fee applied to price.
⭐ Payments are collected monthly via Direct Debit at the beginning of each month, pro-rated 
from your joining date. You can cancel at any time.
⭐ You can join at any time, subject to availability.
✅ Current customers: No action needed—your child has been automatically enrolled.
 
Included:

✅ Vocabulary sheets, worksheets, and reward certificates
✅ Free access to our games site (250+ Spanish & French games)
 

How to Enrol
📌 To secure your child’s place, visit the link below and select Shiphay Learning Academy: 
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/
(Tip: Click Show Classes to view club details.)

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out!
Patty

https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/

