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Attendance this 
week 
94%

Attendance this 
year 
95.6%

This is very close to 
our 96% target.  Let’s 

keep it up!
If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will be 
affected by their 
absence. 
Should I keep my child 
off school poster? 

Dear Parents and Carers, 4th April 2025

Wow!  I have been reviewing the Facebook and Seesaw photos 
from this term and it has been lovely to be reminded about the 
classroom learning, visitors, trips and opportunities that the children 
have had.  We are very lucky to have such a dedicated team 
who go over and above for the children. 

Last week we held the annual Spring Concert when we had 
performances from Performing Arts, Recorder Club and many of 
our children who have individual music lessons.  It was a lovely 
evening and a real privilege to share the children’s talents.  There 
is more information about music opportunities later in the 
newsletter, including some funding opportunities. 

The last 2 weeks we have had scooter breaks and playtimes to 
celebrate Walk and Wheel week.  This has included 1767 active 
journeys to school with an average of 75% of pupils walking, 
wheeling or being active on their journey to school.

Good news - FOSS!  At the FOSS AGM, new members were 
appointed to the committee, meaning that FOSS events will be 
able to continue in the Summer Term (and beyond).  Details of 
events and names of the new committee will be shared after 
Easter.  If you are able to support, please email 
foss@rivieraet.co.uk 

We are saying “au revoir” to Mrs Julie Sparkes today.  She has 
been a valued member of our Admin team for many years and 
we wish her well as she begins her retirement.  

Wishing you all a lovely 
Easter break.  See you on 
Tuesday 22nd April for the 
Summer Term! 

Kate Lee  
(Head of School)

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
mailto:foss@rivieraet.co.uk


Careers in Construction Week
Year Four have been involved 
in a week long project 
exploring the careers within the 
construction industry. 
They have been joined by:

- Lucy from Build Torbay
- Alex from EX2
- Kerry from Montel Civil 

Engineering
- Ben from Kay Elliott 

Architects
- Julian from M.W. 

Benney
- Mark from Electrix 

Renewables

The children have been 
redesigning the Living Coasts 
site with a focus on creating a 
site which is made using 
sustainable materials, will be 
profitable and will be positive 
for the community. 

The children have learnt about 
solar panels, renewable energy 
sources, drone piloting, social 
engagement, designing, 
building, AI, presentation skills, 
communication skills and 
about the wide range of 
careers within the construction 
industry.



Careers Fair

On Monday 24th March 
we hosted our Careers 
Fair! The aim of this was 
that the children could 
understand different 
career options, how to 
get into these and the 
opportunities available. 

The children were visited 
by lots of different sectors:

- Social care
- Health care
- Armed forces
- Hospitality
- Tourism
- Technology

The children were able to 
ask questions about the 
different jobs and then 
follow this up by 
researching these further 
in classes.



Torbay Festival of Learning
June 2nd-6th 2020

- An opportunity for all parents   
The Torbay Festival of Learning | June 2nd - June 6th, 2025 | Oldway Primary School

Dear Parents & Carers,

Riviera Education Trust is delighted to announce the Torbay Festival of Learning, a 

collaborative initiative with South Devon College. This week-long Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) experience is designed for parents, carers, and the broader Torbay 

community. The festival will commence on Monday, June 2nd, 2025, offering a range of 

insightful sessions aimed at empowering parents, carers and the community with 

knowledge and practical strategies to support children's education and well-being. Please 

see the flyer attached for full details and booking instructions

Key Focus Areas:

● Supporting your child with Maths & English

● Story boxes

● Supporting you to manage behaviour

● Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Awareness

● Supporting children with Autism spectrum condition

● Supporting your child with phonics development

● Managing behaviour through restorative and relational practices

● Supporting children with speech and language development

● Children and young people mental health awareness

● Managing behaviour through restorative and relational practice

Event Details:

● Dates: June 2nd - June 6th, 2025

● Location: Oldway Primary School, Paignton

We look forward to welcoming you to the Torbay Festival of Learning 2025.







Amazon Wish List - Can you help?   
Thanks to the generous donation from FOSS,  our team libraries  and Lower School 
Team “Reading for Pleasure” boxes are now filled with beautiful new books and 
inspiring recommended reads. 

To continue to nurture a love of reading for all pupils, we would like to continue 
to build our library stock with the latest releases and collections of book series. To 
keep the school libraries filled with books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like to purchase into a wish list on 
Amazon. We would be extremely grateful if you are able to contribute to 
stocking our libraries with some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click on the link below or scan the QR 
Code:
 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share








Music Lessons in School 
During 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

The percussion teacher’s 
email address is 

furneauxcharlie@gmail.com





Important Dates 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the 
fabulous job of calling home to share this good news.  These 
phone calls are usually done on a Friday after school and are 
the best part of my week!

At the following Celebration Assembly, the 
children receive their Head Teacher Award 
sticker in recognition of their achievements, 

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Summer 2025
Tuesday 22nd April School opens for Summer Term 1
Thursday 1st May FOSS Disco Y3/4 6:15pm and Y5/6 7:30pm (tbc)
Monday 5th May Bank Holiday
12th-15th May Year 6 SATs week
19th-23rd  May Year 3 Bellever Residential
Friday 23rd  May School closes for half term

Monday 2nd June Non-Pupil Day
Tuesday 3rd June School opens for Summer Term 2
2nd-13th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
9th-13th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Thursday 12th June R, Y1, Y2 Scooter Party from 3:30pm tbc
Friday 13th June Cystic Fibrosis Day
Wednesday 18th June Class Photos
Thursday 19th June FOSS Outdoor Disco Y3/4 and Y5/6 tbc
Wednesday 25th June 9am R Y1 and Y2 Sports Day
Friday 27th June Mufti for Summer Fair
Wednesday 2nd July Y3 Y4 Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am

Thursday 3rd July Nursery Summer Fun Day 1:45pm
Friday 4th July FOSS Summer Fair tbc
Tuesday 15th July MST UST to watch Performing Arts at TBGS (pm)
                                                                      Performing Arts at TBGS (eve)
Wednesday 16th July Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) 

Tuesday 22nd July Open Evening and Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Wednesday 23rd July Y6 Leavers’ Party
Thursday 24th July School closes for the Summer Holiday
Friday 25th July  Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)

** All FOSS dates tbc pending the election of the new committee 





Trips and Enrichment Planner 2024/2025
As part of our aim to open doors for pupils and give them opportunities to see their learning in the real 

world, these are our proposed trips and enrichment visits for 2024/2025.  Some are linked to the curriculum 
and some are linked to Riviera 70 opportunities.  This list is not exhaustive as opportunities will arise during 
the year. 

We know that the number and “size” of trips is not the same in every year group.  However, across 
their time with us, children will have this full range of opportunities. 

As a school and Trust, we have devised a list 
of 70 experiences that we believe children 
should , and will , have during their time at 
Shiphay.   These experiences enhance the 
curriculum we offer. 

Some of these experiences have been built 
into our curriculum and will link with some of 
the National Curriculum experiences.  Others 
will be stand alone activities to enrich the 
children’s learning. 

We record these experiences in the class Personal Development books so 
that the  children can look back on their memories as they move through 
school. 



Research tells us that school attendance is vital to the life chances of children 
and young people. Attending school regularly improves health, wellbeing and 
social skills and maximises children’s learning opportunities. Regular attendance is 
considered to be at least 96% and we strive for all pupils to have excellent 
attendance. We understand that since the Covid 19 pandemic, parents and 
carers may feel less confident about whether their child is well enough to send to 
school. Guidance from the NHS states that it is appropriate for children to attend 
school if they have general cold symptoms, such as a minor cough, runny nose or 
sore throat. Children should not attend school if they have a temperature of 38 or 
above. This guidance from the NHS gives more detailed information: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Some children may miss school due to symptoms of anxiety. We know that worry 
and mild or moderate anxiety, whilst sometimes difficult emotions, can be a 
normal part of growing up for many children and young people. A prolonged 
period of absence from school is more likely to heighten a child’s anxiety about 
attending in the future, rather than reduce it. If you are concerned about your 
child’s mental health and wellbeing or any issues in school that are worrying 
them, please talk to the class teacher in the first instance. We have a Pastoral 
Team in school who can deliver programmes of support, including Therapeutic 
Play, Circle of Friends and trauma informed interventions. We also have our 
Family Support Worker, Emily Knill, 
and our Education Mental Health 
Practitioner Kirsty Brackley, both of 
whom are great sources of support 
for children and families. 

Y1/2 Singing Club
I

Attendance

If your child’s attendance 
and/or punctuality becomes a 
concern, we may ask you to 
meet with our Attendance, 
Lead Karen Duke, and our 
Attendance and Welfare 
Officer so that support can be 
put in place to make rapid 
improvements. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/




Term Dates

SHIPHAY LEARNING ACADEMY

TERM DATES

Summer Term 2024 – July 2026

Summer Term 2025
School opens after Easter Tuesday 22nd April 2025
May Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025
School closes for half term Friday 23rd May 2025
Non-pupil day Monday 2nd June 2025
School opens after half term Tuesday 3rd June 2025
School closes for Summer Thursday 24th July 2025
Non-pupil day Friday 25th July 2025

Autumn Term 2025
Non-Pupil Day                                    Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Non-Pupil Day                                    Wednesday 3rd September 2025
Autumn Term commences               Thursday 4th September 2025
School closes for half term                Friday 24th October 2025
Non-Pupil Day                                    Monday 3rd November 2025
School Opens after half term          Tuesday 4th November 2025
School closes for Christmas              Friday 19th December 2025
 

Spring Term 2026
Spring Term commences                 Monday 5th January 2026
School closes for half term              Friday 13th February 2026
School opens after half term          Monday 23rd February 2026
School closes for Easter                   Thursday 2nd April 2026
 

Summer Term 2026
School opens after Easter               Monday 20th April 2026
May Bank Holiday                            Monday 4th May 2026
School closes for half term              Friday 22nd May 2026
Non-pupil day                                  Monday 1st  June 2026
School opens after half term         Tuesday 2nd June 2026
School closes for Summer               Tuesday 21st July 2026
Non-pupil day                                  Wednesday 22nd July 2026



Please note the following points when you are purchasing uniform for September.  A few things have 
slipped towards the end of this term and we aim for everyone to be Shiphay smart.

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, especially as 
children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to just purchase plain 
black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately knee 
length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not acceptable 
as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 



Important Information - Communication
We are all working together to achieve the best for the children, families and community members who 
make up the Shiphay family.  Communication is an important part of this.  Please see the information below: 

Communication - in person
Staff are always happy to meet with you in person.  

● At the beginning of each day, class teachers and many of our TAs are in the classrooms ready to greet the 
children so it is not always possible for a teacher to come and speak to you.  However, other members of staff 
are on duty at the school gate and can pass on a message for you.   Alternatively, you can visit the school office 
and ask the Admin Team to pass on a message on your behalf. 

● At the end of the day, class teachers may be able to stop and speak to you once they have dismissed all the 
children.  If they can’t speak to you there and then, they can offer you an alternative.

● If you’d like to make an appointment to speak to a member of staff and haven’t been able to speak to them, 
please contact the office shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk 

Communication - Seesaw 
If you have not already signed up for Seesaw, please talk to your child’s teacher.  

We will use Seesaw to:
● send quick class/year group specific messages so you may miss out on information if you are not signed up
● post photographs of learning so you can have a window into their daily life in class.
● post a weekly update to let you know what homelearning has been set and what the learning focus for the 

following week will be
If you do not have access to Seesaw, the risk is that you will miss out on important information. 

Parents can also send messages directly to the class teacher using Seesaw.  This is the best way to share those quick 
messages that it is not always possible to share at drop off or pick up. You can also send photos of learning at home, 
which we would love to see. 

Teachers are not expected to, nor are they always able to,  reply straight away to any messages.  They will also not be 
expected to reply outside their working hours e.g. evenings or weekends.  During the school day, teachers are not able 
to monitor messages on Seesaw as they are busy teaching the children.  Therefore, if you need to get urgent 
information to the teacher during the school day, please contact The Office

Please do not use Seesaw for:
Absence Information. If your child is going to be absent from school, this information should still be communicated via 
the absence line on each day of their absence (01803 613556)
Raising concerns or making us aware of issues. If you have concerns that you want to discuss with the senior leadership 
team, please contact The School Office using shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk .  The Admin Team will then be able to pass 
your message on to the correct person
Urgent messages that need to be read and actioned during the school day.  Please contact The School Office instead. 
Urgent messages out of school hours.  If something occurs in an evening or over a weekend and is too urgent to wait for 
the next school day, please contact Kate Lee (Head of School) klee@rivieraet.co.uk 

Communication - Email
Messages that are sent out from The School Office are sent via our ScholarPack information system.  These are sent via 
email.  If you are not receiving messages from school, please let us know.  It is also important to let us know if you have 
changed your email address or any other contact information.

Communication - Website https://www.shiphay.com/ 
All newsletters and other letters that are sent out are also uploaded on to the website in Parents/Communication  .  We 
hope that this helps parents to find information without having to trawl through past emails. 

Communication - Website for School Calendar https://www.shiphay.com/ 
On the front page of the website is the school calendar.  If you click on “calendar dates” it will bring up the full month so 
you can see events that are planned. 

mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
mailto:klee@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.shiphay.com/
https://www.shiphay.com/communication/
https://www.shiphay.com/


Important Information: 
How do I find out what my child will be learning 

this term? 

In order to safeguard children at the end of the school day and ensure 
that we are aware of which children have parental permission to walk 
home, we ask that parents complete this form to let us know that they are 
happy for their child to leave the school grounds without an adult.  Please 
click this link to access the form. 
If this form has not be completed, children will be required to stay with their 
class teacher until they are collected. 

Permission to Walk Home - Sept 2023

Hub 
Bookings 
Aut 2023

● Go to our website www.shiphay.com
● Under the “Children” tab you will find a section for each team. 
● Click on the team your child is in (for example Lower School Team for N R 

and Y1. 
● You will find information about the team and also a link to the Year group’s 

page. 

Each Year group page has the same 
sections with lots of information for you to 
explore. 

In the Curriculum Overview section, you 
will find:

● A Curriculum Overview for English 
and Maths

● The Knowledge Organisers for 
each subject  

The Reading for Pleasure Tab is 
another useful source of 
information for supporting the 
all important skills of reading. 

Each year group also has a “Reading” tab in 
their curriculum information.  Here you will find 
the expectations for the year group, but also 
support for reading at home, ideas for top reads 
and other useful information. 

https://forms.gle/drKWx2CCEZvY9X726
http://www.shiphay.com




We are running a sow and Grow event at Occombe Farm which is free of charge as it’s 
lottery funded. We still have spaces on each date:
Saturday 5th April
Sunday 6th April
Saturday 12th April
Sunday 13th April
Booking essential via our trust website, here is the link:
https://www.countryside-trust.org.uk/event/grow-learn-community-gardening-session/

https://www.countryside-trust.org.uk/event/grow-learn-community-gardening-session/








"




