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Attendance 
2026/2027

 97.7%
A great start to the year! 

Top Attendance this week 
Bumblee, Robin and 

Kingfisher - 100% 

Top Attendance this term 
Robin - 99%

If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will 
be affected by their 

absence. 
Should I keep my child 

off school poster? 

October 21st 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy term it has been! On one hand it’s been so busy with learning and 
opportunities that it feels a very long time since the beginning of term.  On the 
other hand, time has flown by and it’s hard to believe that we are already at the 
end of the first half term of the year. 

There is lots of information in this newsletter about some of the enrichment 
opportunities that children have enjoyed this half term.  There is also information 
about half term events that you and your families might like to get involved in.

As you know, we celebrate attendance at each Celebration Assembly.  Each 
week, the top 3 classes have an extra 5 minutes play.  Also, each half term the 
top class has an attendance reward.  Congratulations to Robin who will have 
their attendance breakfast this week. 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent surveys.  We are working 
through the responses and I will update you on our actions in the next newsletter. 

The dates for next half term’s events, including the Christmas (sorry to mention this 
so early!) events, are on the important dates page.  More information about 
each event will be sent out nearer to the time.   As you can see, we have 
another busy half term ahead. 

It just remains for me to wish you all a very happy half term break.  Please 
remember that Monday 2nd November is a Non-Pupil day(no Hub).  We look 
forward to seeing you all at the beginning of Autumn 2 on Tuesday 3rd 
November. 

Mrs Kate Lee
Headteacher

Pre-loved uniform
There is lots of pre-loved uniform available in the 

front reception area.  If you are in need of 
anything, please pop in.  

Amazon Wishlist - can you help? 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF
?ref_=wl_share 
We would love to update our libraries with some lovely 
new books.  If you, or a local business you know, would 
like to support us, please click on the link and some 
lovely books will appear in school.  

Thank you for your support. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Please help us to keep everyone safe 
Road Safety Outside School 

We have created this poster and 
shared it with the children this 
week as a reminder for how to 
cross safely with the Crossing 
Patrol.  It is really important that 
everyone waits on the pavement 
until Mary invites them to cross.  This 
allows Mary to check that all the 
traffic has stopped.  Please share 
this with your children at home as 
well.

Parents and Carers can also 
support us in keeping our children 
safe by:

● Being good role models and 
using the crossing patrol 
themselves

● Following the crossing patrol 
rules 

● Thinking about safety when 
choosing where to park 
outside school 

● Never stopping, parking or 
dropping off on the zig zags

Year 5 and Year 6 Parents and 
Carers, please could you also 
remind your children to stay on the 
pavement and not walk on the 
grass near the field gate. Staying 
on the pavement means they are 
further from the traffic. 



AI companions are 
becoming increasingly 
popular with young 
people, offering 
conversations with virtual 
characters designed to 
feel like genuine friends.

Platforms such as 
Character.AI, Replika and 
Snapchat My AI can 
provide entertainment and 
creativity, but their 
human-like interactions 
can also create important 
risks.

Our latest 
#WakeUpWednesday 
guide explores:

• Emotional dependency

• Harmful or unreliable 
mental health advice

• Oversharing personal 
information

• Inappropriate or explicit 
content

• Distorted expectations 
around real-world 
relationships

• Subscription and in-app 
spending pressures

The guide also offers 
practical advice on 
discussing AI friendships, 
checking privacy settings 
and age limits, 
encouraging offline 
relationships and 
reminding young people 
where to seek genuine 
support. 

Access the guide: 
https://vist.ly/5nb8j

#WakeupWednesdays - AI Companions

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FCharacter.AI%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoPwhfAF4xsWYpAxsDD8bFTOXMuMxnqvitZ3u0_-Cj6ir4Zq659P-H_5UdQK_aem_pzOFkafjG-mQ_PsOEs1kOw&h=AUAHdfEA-hpp8sV4LCDH6BhwwWaQ6erKmHNZoD0Wv-_IHWpg-koJNGkdvihx7HlMk3g9f2UTOpix2dX7B-ywU5H4cw1nd1C7T2K73kfiaf0LEvFQSrkcMtkpwB4TVa5sqv2H1w07ONjf1ZVUi0CNZsEqbe4riqTScir_0g&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUAhmkX5_moUExXYsD_U4wdc55TE-tdeyEElEYm5S-JNeSgjN5Kf2Sid7l35js9weV0aRdaB9MyZw6Crl1IjNWqtajdDD4HOgC2NpEPWK-kPK0E_JXwgIfMG5wx4EdGNmRZ-SAAdGw0myFXGZynrq6rCWJMb7vMaEtZFh-jaCh37oKWpb0U3wAhhmmV3-86KuG9FUKxuVRgg2qRRUqfvElRL4g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FCharacter.AI%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoPwhfAF4xsWYpAxsDD8bFTOXMuMxnqvitZ3u0_-Cj6ir4Zq659P-H_5UdQK_aem_pzOFkafjG-mQ_PsOEs1kOw&h=AUAHdfEA-hpp8sV4LCDH6BhwwWaQ6erKmHNZoD0Wv-_IHWpg-koJNGkdvihx7HlMk3g9f2UTOpix2dX7B-ywU5H4cw1nd1C7T2K73kfiaf0LEvFQSrkcMtkpwB4TVa5sqv2H1w07ONjf1ZVUi0CNZsEqbe4riqTScir_0g&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUAhmkX5_moUExXYsD_U4wdc55TE-tdeyEElEYm5S-JNeSgjN5Kf2Sid7l35js9weV0aRdaB9MyZw6Crl1IjNWqtajdDD4HOgC2NpEPWK-kPK0E_JXwgIfMG5wx4EdGNmRZ-SAAdGw0myFXGZynrq6rCWJMb7vMaEtZFh-jaCh37oKWpb0U3wAhhmmV3-86KuG9FUKxuVRgg2qRRUqfvElRL4g
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZi-chQsabkIa3QPOdUnnfOYXWH1D15SZ99G9eiHi5l6ljONE-G2xTKg6-VKQ4AIPypF7YWvgp8JUHebpD_IoRc1wMRzny80PBRaeE9KtSZdZos9yN8U3S0auUIoLeQGBxxpoI-g-MLJ77ashQFhuGWz0FBJn60jSqOBZlzo8dyMiRrnCz5QRioWWP0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZi-chQsabkIa3QPOdUnnfOYXWH1D15SZ99G9eiHi5l6ljONE-G2xTKg6-VKQ4AIPypF7YWvgp8JUHebpD_IoRc1wMRzny80PBRaeE9KtSZdZos9yN8U3S0auUIoLeQGBxxpoI-g-MLJ77ashQFhuGWz0FBJn60jSqOBZlzo8dyMiRrnCz5QRioWWP0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://vist.ly/5nb8j?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq6OwdvQpg2eZPuWrWePFxHtd9PKcr1LjMSBcUfVKr17T5c14p1F_aPHaIIe_aem_reItzUuMHR-2x37xLNLXkA
https://vist.ly/5nb8j?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq6OwdvQpg2eZPuWrWePFxHtd9PKcr1LjMSBcUfVKr17T5c14p1F_aPHaIIe_aem_reItzUuMHR-2x37xLNLXkA


Riviera 70 - trips 
and opportunities 

Year 5 visit to The Houses of 
Parliament 

Year 5 visited the Houses of Parliament. 
Whilst there, they visited The Commons 
and The Lords to find out about how the 
British Government works.  They also 
completed a workshop where they 
explored the roles that The Lords, The 
Commons and The Monarch play in 
creating new laws. 



Riviera 70 - trips and 
opportunities 

Year 5 visit to The Natural 
History Museum

After their visit to The Houses of Parliament, 
Year 5 embarked on a walking tour to see 
some of the key London landmarks.  They also 
had the chance to visit the Natural History 
museum and were blown away by the 
amazing exhibits, especially the full size 
animals and the dinosaurs! 



Riviera 70 - trips and 
opportunities 

Year 2 and Year 3 visit to Kents Cavern 
Year 2 and 3  had an incredible day exploring Kents Cavern , stepping back 
in time to uncover fascinating facts about the Stone Age. From venturing 
deep into the ancient caves to hunting for clues on the woodland 
scavenger trail and getting hands-on with real artefacts, our young 
historians had an unforgettable hands-on learning experience! 



Menu 

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

We love to share good news. Please send in any trophies, certificates, 
awards etc they have received outside school so that we can present these 
in assembly.  This is a great way to celebrate their achievements and also 
inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the house captains give an update on house 
points, praise postcards are shared and the children who have received 
“Golden Phonecalls” or “Golden Emails”  get their certificates. 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the fabulous job of 
calling or emailing  home to share this good news.  Sharing this news is  the 
best part of my week!

We also receive updates from our sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different events.  

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Meet the teacher meetings
Breaktime Snacks - fresh fruit or fresh veg 

only please 

Mid morning, some of  the children like a snack to keep 
them going until lunch.  All the brain power they have 
been using can make them hungry.  The children are 
welcome to bring a snack for morning break.  However, 
we ask that these snacks are fresh fruit or fresh 
vegetables only.   

There are snacks, fruit winders for example, which say 
“great for healthy lunchboxes”  or “contain x% fruit”.  
These are fine for the children’s lunch box.  

At break time we are askiing that children have fresh 
fruit or fresh veg only.  If children bring other snacks they 
will be asked to put them back in their lunchboxes until 
lunchtime. 
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lunchtime. 



Torbay Council Holiday 
Activities and Food 

There are lots of Holiday Activities and 
Food (HAF) events during half term 
week.  To find out more and find out if 
you are eligible, please click on the 
link below. 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/children-
and-families/home-learning-environ
ment-and-early-years/holiday-activit
y-and-food-programme/

Half Term Opportunities  
Eco-Council’s Shiphay 

Scarecrow
Our Eco-Council members 
have created this fabulous 
scarecrow for the Occombe 
Farm scarecrow trail. He 
celebrates our “Riviera 70” 
and all the enrichment 
opportunities that are on offer 
for our Shiphay pupils. 

Children from across the 
school drew pictures of their 
favourite Shiphay activity and 
these have been added to 
the scarecrow. 

The Occombe Farm 
scarecrow trail is a free event 
so please go along and see 
the Shiphay scarecrow in 
person. 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/children-and-families/home-learning-environment-and-early-years/holiday-activity-and-food-programme/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/children-and-families/home-learning-environment-and-early-years/holiday-activity-and-food-programme/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/children-and-families/home-learning-environment-and-early-years/holiday-activity-and-food-programme/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/children-and-families/home-learning-environment-and-early-years/holiday-activity-and-food-programme/


Half Term Opportunities
Discounted tickets for Paignton Zoo  

The Burrow’s Winged Sparkle Horn

To celebrate the publication of his latest book, Arthur and The Wild Griffin, 
Local Children’s Author (and headteacher) Luke Marchant, has 
challenged Torbay schools to create sculpture of a creature.  The 
children from The Burrow have been busy creating their own creature, 
which they have named “winged sparkle horn”.  I think you can see why! 

Discounted tickets for the Zoo 

When we deliver the Winged Sparkle Horn  to The Zoo, we 
will be able to collect enough discount vouchers for every 
pupil to be able to benefit from discounted entry to 
Paignton Zoo during half term.  The vouchers will be sent 
home with your child on Friday. 

Visitors to the Zoo over half term will be able to vote for 
their favourite creature and the winning school will receive 
a box of lovely books. 
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Golden 
Phonecalls 

Half Term events
@Torquay Library 

Cycle Repair Workshop

Saturday 24th October 10am - 12noon

Need help repairing your bike? Just bring your bike 
along to visit Dr Bike for repairs, maintenance and 
to show you how to tackle future repairs. 

Free event. No need to book. All ages welcome.

Smoothie Bike

Saturday 24th October 10am - 12noon

Free smoothies for everyone! You just need to burn 
a few calories first!

All ages welcome. No need to book.

Zine Making Workshop

Monday 26th October 11am - 12noon

Make a zine on your favourite topic. Learn new 
crafting skills. All materials included in the ticket 
price. 

(A zine is a small, self-made mini magazine used to 
share information, ideas or creativity)

Suitable for ages 5+ £2 for library members, £4 for 
non-members. Pre-booking required.

Junk Modelling

Tuesday 27th October 10am - 12noon

Make anything you like from our enormous pile of 
recycling and craft materials!

Suitable for ages 5+ Just £2 for library members, 
£4 for non-members. Pre-booking required. 

Nature Explorers

Wednesday 28th October

Learn about nature and how to attract it even in the 
smallest places with 2 amazing events-

Bug Hotels 10am - 10:45am & 11am - 11:45am

Make and keep your own bug hotel. 

Suitable for children aged 3+.

Bird Boxes 2:30-3:30pm

Family groups welcome. Ideal for ages 8+

Booking is required for any of these sessions.

The GIANT books, books and more books sale!

Starts Friday 30th October and on for 1 week.

A giant sale of former library books, donated 
books, stamps, records and much more! Time to 
get rummaging to find yourself a bargain.

Simply call into the library or contact us on 
01803 714452 for more information and to 
book. We look forward to seeing you!
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Golden 
Phonecalls 

More Opportunities from Torquay Library: 



Menu 

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

Through this charity, families can apply for sensory boxes with up to £100.  This LINK  will take 
you directly to the application page as shown below.  

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Caudwell Children
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/families/sensory

-boxes/

https://www.caudwellchildren.com/families/equipment-and-sensory-items/
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/families/sensory-boxes/
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/families/sensory-boxes/


All children throughout the school are expected to read at home.  Children should be reading at least five times 
per week for at least 15 minutes (ideally, daily).  At different ages this will look different.  For our youngest children 
this is about sharing picture books and the joy of sharing a story together.  As children build their phonics skills, they 
will be able to read their decodable Bug Club books too.  Once they are more confident readers, the children 
may prefer to read to themselves.  However, whenever, wherever doesn’t matter.  The important thing is that 
reading opens doors and secures future success.    Please encourage your child to read as frequently as possible 
at home; this can have a huge impact on all areas of their learning.

We love to read! Why is it so 
important?



Important Dates 
Autumn 2026

Monday 26th - Friday 30th Half Term Holiday  
Monday 2nd November Non Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub)
Tuesday 3rd  November School opens after half term - Autumn Term 2
Friday 13h November Children in Need  
Mon16th - Fri 20th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on Monday 16th)
Friday 27th November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Monday 23rd November UK Parliament Week
Friday 4th December Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair
Monday 7th December Performing Arts (Y4-Y6) to TBGS
Tuesday 8th  December Y1-Y3 Christmas Performance 5pm TBGS 
Wednesday 9th December Y4-Y6 Christmas Performance 6pm TBGS
Thursday 10th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm
Friday 11th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm School Hall
Saturday 12th December P Arts / Y3 singing club - concert at St John’s Church 
Monday 14th December Reception Christmas Celebration 2pm
Tuesday 15th December Christmas Fun Day - N /R/Y1
Wednesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day Y2-Y6
Thursday 17th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December School closes for Christmas

Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January Christmas Holiday (no Holiday Hub)
Monday 4th January Non-Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub) 
Tuesday 5th January School opens after Christmas - Spring Term 1

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

We love to share good news. Please send in any trophies, certificates, 
awards etc they have received outside school so that we can present these 
in assembly.  This is a great way to celebrate their achievements and also 
inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the house captains give an update on house 
points, praise postcards are shared and the children who have received 
“Golden Phonecalls” or “Golden Emails”  get their certificates. 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the fabulous job of 
calling or emailing  home to share this good news.  Sharing this news is  the 
best part of my week!

We also receive updates from our sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different events.  



Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 
PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured T-shirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


Term Dates

2027/2028 Term 
Dates are available 
on the Website. 
CLICK HERE

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/term-dates











