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Attendance 
2026/2027

 97.6%
A great start to the year! 

Top Attendance this week 
Bumblee - 98.5% 

Top Attendance this term 
Skylark and Robin

98.8%

If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will 
be affected by their 

absence. 
Should I keep my child 

off school poster? 

October 2nd 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It hardly seems like more than a few days since the beginning of 
term but it is October already!  As you will have seen from Seesaw 
pages and our Facebook posts, it has been a busy half term 
already with lots of opportunities for the children in the classroom, 
through extra curricular clubs and through trips and visitors.   
Watch our social media posts as there are lots more opportunities 
to come! (see P9 for important dates). 

I look forward to seeing lots of you at Parents Evenings across the 
next 2 weeks.  Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Kate Lee
Headteacher

Pre-loved uniform
There is lots of pre-loved uniform available in the 

front reception area.  If you are in need of 
anything, please pop in.  

Amazon Wishlist - can you help? 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF
?ref_=wl_share 
We would love to update our libraries with some lovely 
new books.  If you, or a local business you know, would 
like to support us, please click on the link and some 
lovely books will appear in school.  

Thank you for your support. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share




Riviera 70 - trips and 
opportunities 

We are committed to offering the children the widest possible range of opportunities 
alongside their curriculum learning in class.  Part of this offer is our Riviera 70 - 10 
opportunities for each year group to experience, enjoy and learn from.   We are very 
lucky to have staff who are committed to supporting these opportunities, driving 
minibuses, finding creative ways to fund experiences and ensuring that every child 
has the chance to learn beyond the classroom.

Already this term, Year 6 
have taken part in the 
Agatha Christie festival with 
a fabulous creative writing 
workshop at Torre Abbey.  

Year 4 have had a visit from 
the Animal Encounters 
team as part of their 
geography learning. 

Year 2-6 have enjoyed a 
fabulous disco. 

In the next 3 weeks we 
have:

- Knife and fork skills for 
Reception

- A visit to the Houses of 
Parliament for Y5

- A visit to Kents 
Caverns for Y2/3

- Y6 residential at 
Heatree House

Thank you to all the Shiphay 
colleagues who work so 
hard to make this possible. 
 



Important Information 

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

We love to share good news. Please send in any trophies, certificates, 
awards etc they have received outside school so that we can present these 
in assembly.  This is a great way to celebrate their achievements and also 
inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the house captains give an update on house 
points, praise postcards are shared and the children who have received 
“Golden Phonecalls” or “Golden Emails”  get their certificates. 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the fabulous job of 
calling or emailing  home to share this good news.  Sharing this news is  the 
best part of my week!

We also receive updates from our sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different events.  

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Meet the teacher meetings
Breaktime Snacks - fresh fruit or fresh veg 

only please 

Mid morning,some of  the children like a snack to keep 
them going until lunch.  All the brain power they have 
been using can make them hungry.  The children are 
welcome to bring a snack for morning break.  However, 
we ask that these snacks are fresh fruit or fresh 
vegetables only.   

There are snacks, fruit winders for example, which say 
“great for healthy lunchboxes”  or “contain x% fruit”.  
These are fine for the children’s lunch box.  

At break time we are skiing that children have fresh fruit 
or fresh veg only.  If children bring other snacks they will 
be asked to put them back in their lunchboxes until 
lunchtime. 



FOSS News  Summer Term 2026 



Here are our fabulous FOSS (Friends of 
Shiphay School) committee who mastermind 
all the fantastic events that our children, 
families and community can enjoy 
throughout the year. 
 
You will notice that there has been a change 
on the committee.  Hannah has stepped 
down and I am sure you will want to join me 
in sending her our huge thanks for all her hard 
work and support. 

Charlotte has stepped into the secretary role 
and Becky has joined the committee - thank 
you both for your support. 

Clare Madge 
Chair 
(Y6)

Tracy Osborne-Foulkes
Vice Chair

(Y4)

Becky Gagg
Vice Secretary

(Y4)

Charlotte Hunt 
Secretary

(Y4 and Y6)

Lisa Manley
Treasurer

(Y2 and Y5)

FOSS - Meet the committee 



All children throughout the school are expected to read at home.  Children should be reading at least five times 
per week for at least 15 minutes (ideally, daily).  At different ages this will look different.  For our youngest children 
this is about sharing picture books and the joy of sharing a story together.  As children build their phonics skills, they 
will be able to read their decodable Bug Club books too.  Once they are more confident readers, the children 
may prefer to read to themselves.  However, whenever, wherever doesn’t matter.  The important thing is that 
reading opens doors and secures future success.    Please encourage your child to read as frequently as possible 
at home; this can have a huge impact on all areas of their learning.

We love to read! Why is it so 
important?



Discord gives young 
people a space to chat, 
play games and join 
communities based 
around shared interests.

While it can be a 
positive way to connect 
with friends, there are 
also important risks for 
parents and educators 
to understand.

Our latest 
#WakeUpWednesday 
guide highlights:

• Contact with strangers

• Harassment and 
harmful behaviour

• Exposure to 
inappropriate content

• Gaming and socialising 
becoming a distraction

• Spending and 
subscription risks

It also shares practical 
advice on using 
Discord’s Family Centre, 
reviewing privacy and 
spending settings, 
talking openly about 
suspicious behaviour 
and agreeing clear 
expectations around 
screen time.

Read the 
guide here: 
https://vist.ly/
5jh5f

#WakeupWednesdays - Discord

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZhsFGO1F68WVUo-Eu8lrmys_SfASRYgiHGdNGAIAoxyThWpPzzWCmJTTNe2fQH8mgMIfhm9VYCaZXt0qmQGfKpx4rie9Wl25HdY_T4-LB4IsJpyydk-Nf1gt5E1JJ5wIWLy8rJCbrh6wykoJcWmy4QxtV5tqWUyNNUc7Pv25TrpLzaIdSlLPjqAwgg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZhsFGO1F68WVUo-Eu8lrmys_SfASRYgiHGdNGAIAoxyThWpPzzWCmJTTNe2fQH8mgMIfhm9VYCaZXt0qmQGfKpx4rie9Wl25HdY_T4-LB4IsJpyydk-Nf1gt5E1JJ5wIWLy8rJCbrh6wykoJcWmy4QxtV5tqWUyNNUc7Pv25TrpLzaIdSlLPjqAwgg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://vist.ly/5jh5f?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHpDx09yamhRAhu-rBglWztp2pxpWlm1Nqc9nHfBjVidiOyu3kZIpYeTfl9-4_aem_MzqnBafXwrRAPwDu8-EgGA
https://vist.ly/5jh5f?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHpDx09yamhRAhu-rBglWztp2pxpWlm1Nqc9nHfBjVidiOyu3kZIpYeTfl9-4_aem_MzqnBafXwrRAPwDu8-EgGA
https://vist.ly/5jh5f?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHpDx09yamhRAhu-rBglWztp2pxpWlm1Nqc9nHfBjVidiOyu3kZIpYeTfl9-4_aem_MzqnBafXwrRAPwDu8-EgGA


Looksmaxxing is an online trend focused on improving physical appearance, particularly among 
boys and young men.

While some content centres on grooming, skincare, diet and exercise, other parts of the trend can 
promote questionable advice, extreme practices and unrealistic expectations.

Our latest #WakeUpWednesday guide explores key concerns, including:

• Pressure around male appearance and body image

• Misleading or potentially dangerous advice

• Obsessive behaviours and declining self-worth

• Mental health concerns

• Exposure to increasingly extreme online communities

It also shares practical advice for parents and educators on recognising looksmaxxing terminology, 
noticing changes in behaviour and starting supportive conversations about appearance, influencers 
and online expectations.

Read the guide here: https://vist.ly/5ke3u

Our latest #WakeUpWednesday guide supports 
parents, carers and educators in understanding the 
trend and recognising when appearance-focused 
content may be becoming harmful.

The guide explores:

• The targeting of male insecurities and body image 
concerns

• Misleading advice and extreme appearance-focused 
practices

• Links to obsessive behaviours and mental health 
difficulties

• How increasingly extreme online communities can 
influence young people

• Warning signs, terminology and changes in 
behaviour to look out for

With clear, practical advice, the resource helps adults 
open supportive conversations about appearance, 
influencers and unrealistic expectations.

#WakeupWednesdays - 
Looksmaxxing

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZi1uJn0zLgco5ZKo1FuQh9QW-QL7VUBUbxlUpUMaeXJTKmfBYh0G69Zw9VwjL06l51hPmsu9SJTd0UiuzfaYQyo6O-X0JIHKDbLJmlpNAsSbIJ6sFjd74VbxCfF9afcJ2iSttobd20&__tn__=*NK-R
https://vist.ly/5ke3u?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETBFUjZWVklrWXI2R3hIazZwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlkNvwXN4zc2UyLc-_SzOpNdWyHnQXM63ly_fLqkHHufwT4UblPRtDVdAkEC_aem_bdMmCbdJ67FzHwW3PZoSNQ
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__cft__[0]=AZi1uJn0zLgco5ZKo1FuQh9QW-QL7VUBUbxlUpUMaeXJTKmfBYh0G69Zw9VwjL06l51hPmsu9SJTd0UiuzfaYQyo6O-X0JIHKDbLJmlpNAsSbIJ6sFjd74VbxCfF9afcJ2iSttobd20&__tn__=*NK-R


Important Dates 
Autumn 2026

Monday 5th October Flu Vaccination 
Tuesday 6th October Reception knife and fork skills with Caterlink 
Wednesday 7th  October School Photos (individual photos)
Thursday 8th October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6
Friday 9th October Hello Yellow - wear yellow for well being 
Mon 12th - Wed 14th October Y5 Y6  Bikeability (book online - see letter for info)
Tuesday 13th  October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6
Thursday 15th  October Y5 to London - House of Parliament
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd October Year 6 Residential - Heatree
Friday 23rd October School closes for half term

Monday 26th - Friday 30th Half Term Holiday  

Monday 2nd November Non Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub)
Tuesday 3rd  November School opens after half term - Autumn Term 2
Friday 13h November Children in Need  
Mon16th - Fri 20th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on Monday 16th)
Friday 27th November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Monday 23rd November UK Parliament Week
Friday 4th December Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair
Monday 7th December Performing Arts (Y4-Y6) to TBGS
Tuesday 8th  December Y1-Y3 Christmas Performance 5pm TBGS 
Wednesday 9th December Y4-Y6 Christmas Performance 6pm TBGS
Thursday 10th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm
Friday 11th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm School Hall
Saturday 12th December P Arts / Y3 singing club - concert at St John’s Church 
Monday 14th December Reception Christmas Celebration 2pm
Tuesday 15th December Christmas Fun Day - N /R/Y1
Wednesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day Y2-Y6
Thursday 17th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December School closes for Christmas

Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January Christmas Holiday (no Holiday Hub)

Monday 4th January Non-Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub) 
Tuesday 5th January School opens after Christmas - Spring Term 1

As you will notice, some of the 
dates are still (tbc).  We will be 

able to bring you an update 
later this term and also give you 

the dates for the Spring and 
Summer Terms. Please note, 
new / changed dates are in 

red. 



Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


Term Dates

2027/2028 Term 
Dates are available 
on the Website. 
CLICK HERE

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/term-dates


Torbay’s new Education Strategy has now been launched. The strategy 
has been developed with education leaders and partners across Torbay 
and sets out a shared commitment to improving outcomes and life 
chances for children and young people. Through Torbay Together, 
schools, settings and partners will work collaboratively on five collective 
priorities: school readiness, reading, belonging and attendance, 
high-quality transitions, and pathways into education, employment and 
training. We are also pleased to have been successful in securing a 
Department for Education grant to support the appointment of an 
independent chair, who will help launch and implement the new Torbay 
Together plan and strengthen the collective focus needed to make a 
striking impact on these priorities. You can read the strategy and 
supporting information on the Torbay Council website:
 
 Here is the link - Torbay Together – Torbay Education Strategy 
2026-2030 - Torbay Council

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/education-strategy-2026-2029/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/education-strategy-2026-2029/


Spanish Club at Shiphay Learning Academy
Bookings are now open for the new academic year!
 
¡Hola! Join our fun and interactive after-school Spanish club at Shiphay Learning Academy!
Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.
Learning a language at a young age helps children grow in self-confidence and boosts their natural 
creativity. Plus, they can absorb a language effortlessly while having fun!
At Kidslingo, we are passionate about teaching Spanish to children through play. We love exploring 
different cultures and making language learning exciting with games, songs, actions, stories, and drama.
 
Club Details
📅 1-hour sessions: 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm

·       Tuesday – Years 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6
 Our Autumn term starts 8th September 2026.
💰 £31.00 per child, per month (including a 2% administration fee).
Payments are collected automatically by recurring card payment on the 1st of each month and are 
pro rata from your child's joining date.

⭐ The monthly fee is calculated across the full academic year, so your payment remains the same 
each month, regardless of how many sessions take place. No payments are collected in August 
and you may cancel your child's place at any time by giving 2 weeks' written notice.
⭐ You can join at any time, subject to availability.
⭐ Current customers: Please look out for my email. We have a new booking system so you will 
need to re-enrol your child via our website below.

Included:
✅ Vocabulary sheets, worksheets, and reward certificates
 ✅ Free access to our games site (250+ Spanish & French games)

How to Enrol
📌 To secure your child’s place, visit the link below and select Shiphay Learning Academy: 
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/
 
If you have any questions, please get in touch!  Patty

https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/teignbridge-s-hams-torbay/









