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Attendance 
2025/2026

 96.1%
Just above our 96% target 

If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will 
be affected by their 

absence. 
Should I keep my child 

off school poster? 

September 2nd 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome Back! I hope you have all had an enjoyable Summer break and 
been able to make the most the lovely weather. 

The premises team have been busy during the holidays and there are lots of 
improvements to the school building.  I will share some photos with you in the 
next newsletter. 

All staff will be in school on Thursday and Friday for essential training and 
preparation for the year ahead.  We look forward to welcoming everyone 
back to school on Monday 7th September. Week 1 is “Welcome Week” with 
activities planned to support pupils to settle into the new school year. We are 
especially looking forward to welcoming new families to the Shiphay family, 
including our first group of 2 Year olds in the Nursery. 

The purpose of this short newsletter is to draw your attention to some key 
information ahead of the new term. 

Mobile Phone Policy - only Y5 and Y6 pupils who are walking to/from school 
are permitted to bring their phones to school. Parental permission is required 
for phones to be brought to school. To date, less than 10 people have 
completed the form.  Before 1pm Friday 4th Sept, please click on the link on 
p2 to complete the form. 

Permission to walk home - only Y5 and Y6 pupils are able to walk home 
unaccompanied (this includes from club). Parental permission is required for 
us to release pupils at the end of the day.  To date, less than 10 people have 
completed the form.  Before 1pm Friday 4th Sept, please click on the link on 
p2 to complete the form. 

Use of Medical Tracker - from Monday, we are changing how we report first 
aid incidents and the administration of medication.  Please see the 
information on p3.

Inhalers and other medication - if your child requires any medication at 
school, a new “green” administration of medication form must be 
completed each September.  Please pop into the office to do this by Friday 
11th September. 

Meet the teacher meetings - these will take place in Week 1 (w/beginning 
Sept 7th).  Please see p4 for information. 

Re-familiarisation session Friday 4th September 2pm - we look forward to 
seeing our new Reception pupils on Friday.  
 
Mrs Kate Lee
Headteacher

Pre-loved uniform
There is lots of pre-loved uniform available in the 

front reception area.  If you are in need of 
anything, please pop in.  

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf


Mobile Phone Policy / 
Permission to walk home 

Permission to walk home (Y5-Y6)  
Please click this link 
There has been a change to Trust policy.  The decision has been made that only children in 
Year 5 and Year 6 will be given permission to walk home unaccompanied at the end of the 
school day. If you would like your child to leave the field without waiting to be collected by an 
adult, we must have your permission on this form.  Without your permission, we will ask them to 
wait with their teacher until an adult comes to collect them. 

Mobile Phone Policy 
As you may be aware, the 
Children’s Well Being and 
Schools Act, prohibits 
children’s use of mobile 
phones during the school 
day.  This is now law.

As our Y5 and Y6 pupils 
have the option to walk 
home unaccompanied, 
the Trust has made the 
decision that Y5 and Y6 
may bring their phones on 
the days they are walking 
to and from school.  As 
you can see from the 
policy poster, phones must 
be handed in and will be 
kept safe throughout the 
day. 

We require parental 
permission for Y5 and Y6 to 
bring their phones to 
school.  

Please complete the 
Google Form.  

https://forms.gle/FNyZcwKxw2ZaN3ba7
https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA


Use of medical tracker from 
September 2026



Important Dates 

Meet the teacher - Autumn 2026
During Autumn Term 1, we would like to offer you the opportunity to come into school to meet 
the teachers and find out more about learning in your child’s year group.   These “meet the 
teacher” events will take place in the school hall. 

The plan for each session is:

3:15pm Children are collected as normal at the end of the day
3:20pm Children and parents/carers come to the hall.  Children who would like to use the 

creche are signed in and will join members of staff in the classroom 
3:30pm Meeting begins 
4:15pm (approx) Parents/Carers re-join their children in the classrooms so they can see their 

new learning environments. 

Tuesday 8th September  Year 2/3/4 
Wednesday 9th September Year R/Y1 
Thursday 10th September Year 5/6

3:30-4:15pm (Creche for R-Y6 aged pupils provided) 

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

We love to share good news. Please send in any trophies, certificates, 
awards etc they have received outside school so that we can present these 
in assembly.  This is a great way to celebrate their achievements and also 
inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the house captains give an update on house 
points, praise postcards are shared and the children who have received 
“Golden Phonecalls” or “Golden Emails”  get their certificates. 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the fabulous job of 
calling or emailing  home to share this good news.  Sharing this news is  the 
best part of my week!

We also receive updates from our sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different events.  

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Meet the teacher meetings







Important Dates 
Autumn 2026
Thur 3rd and Fri 4th September Non Pupil Days
Monday 7th  September Autumn Term Starts 
Week beginning 14th September Autumn Term Clubs start 
Mon 14th / Tue 15th September Y6 to Torre Abbey - Agatha Christie Festival
Tuesday 16th September Flu Vaccination 
Wednesday 16th September Bikeability Y3/Y4 (book online - see letter for info)
Thursday 17th September FOSS Scooter Party N/R/Y1 tbc
Friday 18th September Swimming begins - Year 4
Thursday 1st October FOSS Discos Y2/3 and Y4-6

Monday 5th October Flu Vaccination 
Tuesday 6th October Reception knife and fork skills with Caterlink 
Wednesday 7th  October School Photos (individual photos)
Thursday 8th October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30
Friday 9th October Hello Yellow - wear yellow for well being 
Mon 12th - Wed 14th October Y5 Y6  Bikeability (book online - see letter for info)
Tuesday 13th  October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30
Thursday 15th  October Y5 to London - House of Parliament
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd October Year 6 Residential - Heatree
Friday 23rd October School closes for half term

Monday 26th - Friday 30th Half Term Holiday  
Monday 2nd November Non Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub)
Tuesday 3rd  November School opens after half term - Autumn Term 2
Thursday 12th November FOSS Discos Y2/3 and Y4-6
Friday 13h November Children in Need  
Mon16th - Fri 20th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on Monday 16th)
Friday 27th November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Monday 23rd November UK Parliament Week
Friday 4th December Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair
Monday 7th December Performing Arts (Y4-Y6) to TBGS
Tuesday 8th  December Y1-Y3 Christmas Performance 5pm TBGS (tbc)
Wednesday 9th December Y4-Y6 Christmas Performance 6pm TBGS (tbc)
Thursday 10th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm (tbc)
Friday 11th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm School Hall (tbc)
Saturday 12th December Performing Arts and Y3 singing club - concert 
Monday 14th December Reception Christmas Celebration 2pm (tbc)
Tuesday 15th December Christmas Fun Day - N /R/Y1
Wednesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day Y2-Y6
Thursday 17th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December School closes for Christmas

Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January Christmas Holiday (no Holiday Hub)
Monday 4th January Non-Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub) 
Tuesday 5th January School opens after Christmas - Spring Term 1

As you will notice, some of the 
dates are still (tbc).  We will be 

able to bring you an update 
later this term and also give you 

the dates for the Spring and 
Summer Terms. Please note, 
new / changed dates are in 

red. 



Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


Term Dates

2027/2028 Term 
Dates are available 
on the Website. 
CLICK HERE

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/term-dates

