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Attendance this year

 96.1%
Just above our 96% target 

If your child’s 
attendance is less than 
95%, their learning will 
be affected by their 

absence. 
Should I keep my child 
off school poster? 

Class with highest 
attendance this term

Avocet 97%

Class with the highest 
attendance this year 

Butterfly 97.2%

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are at the end of another busy, successful academic year.  The children have had 
so many fantastic experiences and opportunities across the year and, as you will have 
seen from their reports, have made great progress in their learning. It is a great 
opportunity for me to thank all my fabulous colleagues for all their hard work and 
dedication in putting the children first at every step of the way. 

The newsletter is a busy one.  Some key things to note:
● p2 information about meet the teacher meetings in September - please put 

these dates in your diaries.  We are trying something new in response to 
feedback from parent surveys

● p3  dates for the Autumn Term 
● p4 new mobile phone policy and information  - please note that the Google 

form must be filled in for any Y5/6 who are bringing phones into school. 
● p4 - walk to/from school permission - only Y5 and Y6 will be given permission to 

leave the school premises without an adult.  This form must be completed so 
we know they have your permission to leave unaccompanied. 

● p5 - uniform reminders - please check this before you buy new uniform

At the end of the newsletter, there are lots of posters for holiday activities. 

At the end of this term, we are sadly saying “au revoir” to Mr Ellis who moves on to 
another school in Torbay, to Miss McCooey-Hall who has secured a post at a school in 
the Midlands and to Mrs Moon who has supported our Nursery children this year.  We 
wish them all the best in their future ventures. 

We also say farewell to our Y6 pupils who were my first Reception class as a 
headteacher in 2019!  Whether they joined us in Nursery or somewhere else along the 
way, they are all very much a part of our Shiphay family.  This week they leave us as 
confident, thoughtful, kind and capable young people, ready to begin the next 
chapter of your journey. We couldn't be prouder of each and every one of them. 

Before, I run out of space, it just remains for me to wish you all a happy holiday.  I look 
forward to seeing you all on the first day of term - Monday 7th Sept 

Mrs Kate Lee
Headteacher

Pre-loved uniform
There is lots of pre-loved uniform available in the 

front reception area.  If you are in need of anything, 
please pop in.  We are taking donations of logo 
polos, logo jumpers, grey skirts, grey trousers and 

grey shorts. 

*** Please note - there is a change at the beginning of the Spring 
Term 2027

Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day 
*** Please note - there is a change at the end of the Summer Term 

2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil Day.  

Children will be expected to attend school as normal.   If you have 
already booked holiday prior to publication of this newsletter, 
please send confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 

absence.     

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf


Important Dates 

Meet the teacher - Autumn 2026
During Autumn Term 1, we would like to offer you the opportunity to come into school to meet 
the teachers and find out more about learning in your child’s year group.   These “meet the 
teacher” events will take place in the school hall. 

The plan for each session is:

3:15pm Children are collected as normal at the end of the day
3:20pm Children and parents/carers come to the hall.  Children who would like to use the 

creche are signed in and will join members of staff in the classroom 
3:30pm Meeting begins 
4:15pm (approx) Parents/Carers re-join their children in the classrooms so they can see their 

new learning environments. 

Tuesday 8th September  Year 2/3/4 
Wednesday 9th September Year R/Y1 
Thursday 10th September Year 5/6

3:30-4:15pm (Creche for R-Y6 aged pupils provided) 

Celebration Assemblies Autumn Term
Y2-Y6 Wednesday, R/Y1 Friday

We love to share good news. Please send in any trophies, certificates, 
awards etc they have received outside school so that we can present these 
in assembly.  This is a great way to celebrate their achievements and also 
inspire other children. 

During Celebration Assemblies, the house captains give an update on house 
points, praise postcards are shared and the children who have received 
“Golden Phonecalls” or “Golden Emails”  get their certificates. 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond are 
recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then have the fabulous job of 
calling or emailing  home to share this good news.  Sharing this news is  the 
best part of my week!

We also receive updates from our sports teams and children who have 
represented the school at different events.  

Golden 
Phonecalls 

Meet the teacher meetings



Important Dates 
Autumn 2026
Thur 3rd and Fri 4th September Non Pupil Days
Monday 7th  September Autumn Term Starts 
Week beginning 14th September Autumn Term Clubs start 
Mon 14th / Tue 15th September Y6 to Torre Abbey - Agatha Christie Festival
Tuesday 16th September Flu Vaccination 
Wednesday 16th September Bikeability Y3/Y4 (book online - see letter for info)
Thursday 17th September FOSS Scooter Party N/R/Y1 tbc
Friday 18th September Swimming begins - Year 4
Thursday 1st October FOSS Discos Y2/3 and Y4-6

Monday 5th October Flu Vaccination 
Tuesday 6th October Reception knife and fork skills with Caterlink 
Wednesday 7th  October School Photos (individual photos)
Thursday 8th October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30
Friday 9th October Hello Yellow - wear yellow for well being 
Mon 12th - Wed 14th October Y5 Y6  Bikeability (book online - see letter for info)
Tuesday 13th  October Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30
Thursday 15th  October Y5 to London - House of Parliament
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd October Year 6 Residential - Heatree
Friday 23rd October School closes for half term

Monday 26th - Friday 30th Half Term Holiday  
Monday 2nd November Non Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub)
Tuesday 3rd  November School opens after half term - Autumn Term 2
Thursday 12th November FOSS Discos Y2/3 and Y4-6
Friday 13h November Children in Need  
Mon16th - Fri 20th November Anti-Bullying Week (odd socks on Monday 16th)
Friday 27th November Mufti for Christmas Fair
Monday 23rd November UK Parliament Week
Friday 4th December Mufti for Christmas Fair

FOSS Christmas Fair
Monday 7th December Performing Arts (Y4-Y6) to TBGS
Tuesday 8th  December Y1-Y3 Christmas Performance 5pm TBGS (tbc)
Wednesday 9th December Y4-Y6 Christmas Performance 6pm TBGS (tbc)
Thursday 10th December Nursery Christmas Celebration 2pm (tbc)
Friday 11th December Rocksteady Performance 2pm School Hall (tbc)
Saturday 12th December Performing Arts and Y3 singing club - concert 
Monday 14th December Reception Christmas Celebration 2pm (tbc)
Tuesday 15th December Christmas Fun Day - N /R/Y1
Wednesday 16th December Christmas Fun Day Y2-Y6
Thursday 17th December Rudolph Run - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December School closes for Christmas

Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January Christmas Holiday (no Holiday Hub)
Monday 4th January Non-Pupil Day (no Holiday Hub) 
Tuesday 5th January School opens after Christmas - Spring Term 1

As you will notice, some of the 
dates are still (tbc).  We will be 

able to bring you an update 
later this term and also give you 

the dates for the Spring and 
Summer Terms. Please note, 
new / changed dates are in 

red. 



Mobile Phone Policy / 
Permission to walk home 

Permission to walk home (Y5-Y6)  
Please click this link 
There has been a change to Trust policy.  The decision has been made that only children in 
Year 5 and Year 6 will be given permission to walk home unaccompanied at the end of the 
school day. If you would like your child to leave the field without waiting to be collected by an 
adult, we must have your permission on this form.  Without your permission, we will ask them to 
wait with their teacher until an adult comes to collect them. 

Mobile Phone Policy 
As you may be aware, the 
Children’s Well Being and 
Schools Act, prohibits 
children’s use of mobile 
phones during the school 
day.  This is now law.

As our Y5 and Y6 pupils 
have the option to walk 
home unaccompanied, 
the Trust has made the 
decision that Y5 and Y6 
may bring their phones on 
the days they are walking 
to and from school.  As 
you can see from the 
policy poster, phones must 
be handed in and will be 
kept safe throughout the 
day. 

We require parental 
permission for Y5 and Y6 to 
bring their phones to 
school.  

Please complete the 
Google Form.  

https://forms.gle/FNyZcwKxw2ZaN3ba7
https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA


Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


Leadership Opportunities  
House Captains 2026/7 

Digital Leaders  Play Leaders  

Following the 
application 
process, our 
new house 
captains were 
elected by the 
children in their 
houses.   

Well done to 
the new team 
who will work 
with Mr 
Nutbeam 
throughout the 
year to support 
our school.    

Play leaders and digital leaders are chosen on the strength of 
their applications - it was a strong field!  Well done everyone!     

https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA
https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA
https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA


Celebrations! 
Sports Days  

House Points   

All the children earned points for their houses 
at sports day.  Yellow House won EYFS/KS1 
sports day and Blue won KS2.  When all the 
points were added together, it was Yellow 
house who won the overall trophy 

Just 18 point between 1st and 2nd after a 
whole year of collecting house points!  Well 
done to Yellow House who are this year’s 
overall winners. 

https://forms.gle/LhSNiEJkJiuPNKUeA


Trips and Enrichment Planner 2026/2027 
As part of our aim to open doors for pupils and give them opportunities to see their learning in the real world, 
these are our proposed trips and enrichment visits for 2026/2027.  Some are linked to the curriculum and 
some are linked to Riviera 70 opportunities.  This list is not exhaustive as opportunities will arise during the year. 

We know that the number and “size” of trips is not the same in every year group.  However, during their time 
with us, children will have this full range of opportunities. 

As a school and Trust, we have devised a 
list of 70 experiences that we believe 
children should , and will , have during 
their time at Shiphay.   These experiences 
enhance the curriculum we offer. 

Some of these experiences have been 
built into our curriculum and will link with 
some of the National Curriculum 
experiences.  Others will be stand alone 
activities to enrich the children’s learning. 

We record these experiences in the class Personal Development 
books so that the  children can look back on their memories as they 
move through school. 



Clubs Autumn 2026 - a sneak 
preview 

A sneak preview of some of the clubs on 
offer next term

Full details of clubs, timings and dates will be 
sent out in the Autumn Term.  Booking forms 
will also be sent out in the Autumn Term. 



Careers Day 2026
Careers Fair

In UST, the children visited a Careers Fair. At the Careers Fair, the 
children were able to visit stalls covering Emergency Services, 

Healthcare, Engineering, Military and Parliament opportunities. The 
children were able to listen to the careers pathways for these different 

areas. They were also able to use some of the equipment used and 
see photos from these people when working. 

Employer Encounters

In LST, the children were able to go on some virtual employer 
encounters. They learnt about the role of a pilot, tourism 

opportunities and the roles within the Emergency Services. The 
children also explored the career pathways for ‘people who help 

us’ and challenged gender stereotypes.



Online grooming is a growing and deeply concerning threat, with thousands of offences recorded each year in the 
UK. This edition explores how offenders build trust with children through fake identities, flattery, gifts and group chats 
before exploiting that relationship. It also examines the rise of sextortion and how gaming platforms and social media 
can become gateways for harm.

Beyond sexual exploitation, the guide highlights criminal grooming and radicalisation, helping adults recognise that 
manipulation can take many forms. With practical advice on spotting warning signs, creating open conversations 
and understanding the platforms children use, this resource empowers parents and educators to intervene early and 
keep young people safer online.

Download the 
guide here: 
https://vist.ly/5
3zbc

#Wake up 
Wednesdays

https://vist.ly/4zbr3?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5KJ8mIKw3U4NVPoTa7hhPR0KrTBg7XBeNrwpyup5-6xXRnGgjP78nRvDICgA_aem_SoptpCr7cdKmEfqkIVrJFw
https://vist.ly/53zbc?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5_MRTSN7ldvPJKN67F2nOIyfS9afH9rSQw6RV5x8fspUBAqSL4bUro2hJDsQ_aem_OWoBvcAd8nbFkMIU05iBrA
https://vist.ly/53zbc?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5_MRTSN7ldvPJKN67F2nOIyfS9afH9rSQw6RV5x8fspUBAqSL4bUro2hJDsQ_aem_OWoBvcAd8nbFkMIU05iBrA


Screens are now part of daily life, but for very young children, simple and predictable boundaries 
can make a big difference. This guide explores how adults can help under-fives build healthier 
digital habits by choosing content carefully, keeping devices in shared spaces, protecting 
bedtime routines and making screen time feel calm rather than constant.

It also highlights the importance of adult involvement, from co-viewing and chatting about what 
children see to modelling balanced device use ourselves. With practical scripts, transition tips and 
age-appropriate routines, the guide offers supportive advice for families, nurseries and early years 
settings looking to manage screen time with confidence.

Download the 
guide here: 
https://vist.ly/5
9nif

#Wake up 
Wednesdays

https://vist.ly/4zbr3?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5KJ8mIKw3U4NVPoTa7hhPR0KrTBg7XBeNrwpyup5-6xXRnGgjP78nRvDICgA_aem_SoptpCr7cdKmEfqkIVrJFw
https://vist.ly/59nif?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6mGTDDQPPlwNOw6eqwi8a7HUt7OkdhCX82uDc4ifMPHsysUPgwv0Dgs8FfIA_aem_Zvm1rLirVGcn6ErE58L4OA
https://vist.ly/59nif?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6mGTDDQPPlwNOw6eqwi8a7HUt7OkdhCX82uDc4ifMPHsysUPgwv0Dgs8FfIA_aem_Zvm1rLirVGcn6ErE58L4OA


Lunch Menu

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products (including peanuts, tree nuts, 
chocolate/nut spread and nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes 
due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, and even small traces 
can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe environment for all students.





Term Dates

2027/2028 Term 
Dates are available 
on the Website. 
CLICK HERE

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at 
the beginning of the Spring Term 2027
Monday January 4th is now a Non-Pupil Day   

*** Please note - there is a change at the 
end of the Summer Term 2027
July 23rd 2027 is now a school day and not a Non-Pupil 
Day.  Children will be expected to attend school as 
normal.   If you have already booked holiday prior to 
publication of this newsletter, please send 
confirmation of this so that we can authorise any 
absence.   

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/term-dates


Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 






















