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Attendance 
this year

 95.5%
If your child’s attendance is 
less than 95%, their learning 
will be affected by their 
absence. 
Should I keep my child off 
school poster? 

February 25th 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful half term break.  
Looking ahead to this half term, it is going to be another busy one full 
of fabulous opportunities for our pupils.  Please check the dates page 
and key pages (see list below) in the newsletter to stay up to date 
with the latest information.

In this newsletter you will find:
● Attendance - spotlight on absence
● Details of our World Book Day celebrations for Thursday 5th 

March
● Details of World Book day events and celebrations at Torbay 

libraries
● An invitation to our RHSE consultation meetings on 26th and 

27th March
● A reminder about the Big Walk and Wheel 
● FOSS news - Spring Term events 
● Wake Up Wednesdays - Whats App guidance for parents 

You may also have seen the fabulous news that we will be growing 
our provision in The Orchard Nursery to include 2year olds.  Now that 
we have formal permission from the DfE, it is all systems go to get 
plans in place.  More information will be available shortly.  You can 
sign up for updates via the website  
https://www.shiphay.com/form/?pid=437&form=17 

Kind regards

Kate Lee (Head of School)

Does your child have school 
lunches? We would like to gather 

some feedback.  Caterlink have set up 
this survey :  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RT
FTV   

Deadline 27th March 

INSITE Spring 2026
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March

Amazon Wishlist - can you help?  
To continue to nurture a love of reading for all pupils, we 

would like to continue to build our library stock with the latest 
releases and collections of book series. To keep the school 

libraries filled with books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like to purchase into 
a wish list on Amazon. We would be extremely grateful if you 
are able to contribute to stocking our libraries with some of 

these amazing books.  To purchase one of the books, simply 
click on the link 

Looking for some 
Half-Term ideas?  
Scroll to the end of the 

newsletter - lots of information 
about local half term events 

and clubs. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.shiphay.com/form/?pid=437&form=17&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5o8kXuGGtDbhSFiIMZwC7tZHz9J0p0LFp-WIYzmMTZS0iuXlmFEmY2eELOgw_aem_gL8c6jq9zHkHAO1pTqjYdQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Each week in celebration assembly, we share attendance information. 
The 3 classes with the highest weekly attendance (as long as this is above 96%) earn 
an extra 5 mins of playtime.   These classes receive a special certificate in 
recognition. We talk to the children each week about the importance of good 
attendance at school.    

Celebrating Good Attendance 

  

Classes with highest 
attendance last week 

(9-13th February):

1st   Heron 99.4%
2nd Ladybird 99.2%
3rd   Avocet 99% 

Well done Butterfly! Butterfly's attendance for 
Spring 1 was 98%. They were the class with the 
top attendance in school and their reward 
was a delicious attendance breakfast. 
Attendance at school is vital in making sure 
the children have the chance to grow, thrive, 
learn and have the best life chances.



What about holidays during term time? 
As stated on our website  
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attendance-absence  we are unable to 
grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  

Permission must be sought in advance by completing an Absence Request form.  This 
can be obtained from the office.  

Authorisation for term-time absence must be sought before booking a holiday in 
term-time. 

If the school refuses your request and your child is still taken out of school, this will be 
recorded as an unauthorised absence. This could lead to parents receiving a Penalty 
Notice of £60 per  child per parent.

Absence:

Our school website has information 
on what to do if your child is unwell 
and cannot attend school: 
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsit
es.co.uk/attendance-absence 

A key point to note is that you must 
inform us every day of the reason for 
your child’s absence;  absences are 
monitored by the office and a follow 
up call is made or text sent if we 
have not been notified by the child’s 
parent or carer. 

If we do not receive a response, we 
may carry out a welfare check at the 
house. This is in line with our 
Safeguarding procedures. 

Spotlight on - Absence

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attendance-absence
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attendance-absence
https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/attendance-absence


Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 

World Book Day: Thursday 5th March 
Go All In!

 
To get all budding bookworms buzzing about World Book Day, we 
are delighted to invite the children to take part in this year’s 
celebrations! World Book Day 2026 will be bigger and better than 
ever as part of the National Year of Reading. This year’s campaign 
theme is: Go All In! The aim is to get more people reading by 
bringing reading to where culture is – celebrating the idea that 
whatever children are interested in, there is a book for them. 
Whether they love sport, animals, space, fashion, gaming, history or 
fairy tales, there is something to read that connects to their 
passions.
 
On World Book Day, children are invited to come to school dressed in one of the following ways:
·   As their favourite book character
·   As an author
·   In an outfit that promotes reading
·   OR in their pyjamas, ready to snuggle down with their favourite book!
 
Costumes could be anything from wearing a stripy top to be Wally from Where’s Wally? to coming 
dressed as the Wardrobe from The Chronicles of Narnia! If your child chooses to come in pyjamas, they 
are very welcome to bring along their favourite book so we can enjoy special snuggle-up reading 
sessions throughout the day. Please do not feel that you need to buy anything special; the best 
costumes are often made using everyday items in a creative way.
 
Throughout the week, alongside all the exciting activities we have planned in school, we will also be 
participating in a number of amazing online events as part of the wider World Book Day celebrations. 
There will be shared reading opportunities, creative activities and plenty of time to truly Go All In on 
reading together. For further information about World Book Day, including exciting competitions, free 
audio books, and free video story books, please visit the World Book Day Website.
 
World Book Day is a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and – most 
importantly – reading for pleasure. Every year, World Book Day works with 
publishers to produce 12 new and exclusive £1 books for children.
 
This year, the £1 book tokens are digital and can be used to choose one 
of the exclusive World Book Day books for FREE from participating 
booksellers or local supermarkets. With books available for beginning, 
early, fluent and independent readers, there is something for everyone.
 
Further information about the digital token can be found here: 
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-digi
tal-token-UK.pdf

https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/
https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/
https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/
https://www.worldbookday.com/share-a-story-corner/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-digital-token-UK.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-digital-token-UK.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-digital-token-UK.pdf








Click 
Here to 

book 

https://vist.ly/4sife
https://vist.ly/4sife


Dear Parents and Carers,

As you may be aware, Relationships and Health Education became a statutory part 
of the  Primary Curriculum from September 2021 (postponed from September 2020 
due to the pandemic). This statutory guidance is updated ready for implementation 
in September 2026. As part of the process of developing our curriculum and policy, 
we would like to invite all Parents and Carers  to a meeting on:

Thursday 26th March at 2.30pm or Friday 27th March at 9am

At this meeting you will have an opportunity to find out more about the curriculum 
and this will form  part of our consultation process.  We will share with you our 
approach to Personal Development, curriculum resources, and key contextual 
information to Torbay. If you would like to attend the meeting, please come to school 
via the office to sign in and the meeting will be held in the hall.

At Shiphay Learning Academy,  our Relationships, Sex and Health Education will be 
taught as part of  the Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) 
curriculum which is taught  in Reception through to Year 6. This curriculum 
incorporates: 

● the Relationships, Sex and Health Education guidance 
● the Science National Curriculum. 
● the Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education Curriculum 
● the Online Safety curriculum 

As you will see (on the next page), the curriculum includes a focus on developing an 
understanding of what a safe and  healthy relationship is. Detailed below is 
information on the content which will be covered in each  year group. 

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting and answering any questions you may 

have.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs Hartnell

Relationships, Sex Health and Sex Education (RSHE) 
An invitation to find out more about our planned 

curriculum 



Relationships, Sex Health and Sex Education (RSHE) 
An invitation to find out more about our planned curriculum 



We have some exciting news for you! We are taking part in Big Walk and 
Wheel, the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and 
scooting challenge.  The challenge runs from 16 – 27 March 2026. It’s free 
to take part and we would love everyone to be involved.

What do you need to do?
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to 
school on as many days as possible during the event.

Including everyone: 
We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Big Walk and 
Wheel.  We know it may be more difficult for some pupils to take part than 
others. If you want to discuss more about your child(ren)’s specific needs, 
please contact the school and we will make sure to look into how your 
child(ren) can take part.

Why we are taking part
Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s 
daily routine which is important for their physical health and mental 
wellbeing.  Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air 
pollution outside the school gate. A 2021 YouGov study showed nearly 
half of UK children worry about air pollution near their school and that 
children thought active travel was the best way to bring down these 
pollution levels.  Plus, there are some great prizes to be won every day if 
we get enough children taking part!

Useful resources
To help you prepare, Walk Wheel Cycle Trust has developed a handy 
Parent/ Caregiver page on the challenge website. It is packed with 
advice to help you have a hassle-free journey to school. For more 
information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk.

Enjoy the challenge!

http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk


We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


FOSS Events Spring 2026
Friday 13th February FOSS Break the rules the day (see poster) 
From Mon 2nd March World Book Day - Wonderlicious Bar sale (see poster)
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30)
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert - refreshments by FOSS

FOSS Project 2026

Playground and outdoor 

environment development

We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

FOSS 
News  

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

Numbers Day - Friday 6th February
We will revisit the children’s learning about the 
NSPCC.  This is a normal school day so normal 

uniform.  During the day, the children will engage in 
some activities to celebrate maths and also 
reinforce important “Speak out.  Stay safe” 

messages  

Can you 
spare an 

hour to help 
at a FOSS 

event?  
Please email 
foss@rivieraet

.co.uk 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share




Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


Important Dates 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond 
are recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then 
have the fabulous job of calling or emailing  home to 
share this good news.  This is the best part of my week! 

At the following Celebration Assembly, 
the children receive their Head Teacher 
Award sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden Phonecalls 
or Emails 

Spring 2026
Monday 23rd February School opens for Spring Term 2 
W/b Monday 2nd March FOSS Wonderlicious Chocolate Bar sale   
Wednesday 4th March.                                   Year 4 trip to The Eden Project
Thursday 5th March World Book Day - details to follow
9th-13th March Science Week
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30)
Wednesday 18th March Year 3 visit to RAMM in Exeter
Friday 20th March Comic Relief - Mufti 
Monday 23rd March 9:15 am Y3-Y6 Easter Assembly at St Johns

2pm R, Y1 and Y2 Easter Assembly at St Andrews
Thur 26th and Fri 27th March RSHE consultation 
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert
Thursday 2nd April School closes for Easter
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1

INSITE Spring 2026
During Spring Term 1 we would like to offer 
you the opportunity to come into school to 
share your child’s learning.  The dates for the 
Spring 2026  INSITE sessions are on the right.  
Each session will take place in the 
afternoon.  Year groups will send out more 
detailed information ahead of each event. 

Nursery Wed 21st January
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March



Summer 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation as soon as possible) 
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1
Thursday 30th April FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday
11th-14th May Year 6 SATs week
18th-22nd  May Year 3 Bellever Residential

Walk to school week
Friday 22nd  May School closes for half term

Monday 1st June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Tuesday 2nd June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Wednesday 3rd June School opens for Summer Term 2
Thursday 4th June Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
1st-12th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
8th-12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Thursday 11th June N, R, Y1, Y2 Scooter Party from 3:30pm tbc
Friday 12th June Cystic Fibrosis Day - wear yellow
Wednesday 17th June Class Photos
Thursday 18th June FOSS Outdoor Disco Y3/4 and Y5/6 tbc
Wednesday 24th June 9am R Y1 and Y2 Sports Day
Friday 26th June Mufti for Summer Fair
Wednesday 1st July Y3 Y4 Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am
Thursday 2nd July Nursery Summer Fun Day 1:45pm
Friday 3rd July FOSS Summer Fair tbc
Sunday 5th July Performing Arts rehearsal at TBGS
Monday 6th July Performing Arts at TBGS
Tuesday 7th July Y3-Y6 to watch Performing Arts at TBGS (pm) tbc

Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 8th July Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 15th July Open Evening and Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Thursday 16th July Y6 Leavers’ Party
Tuesday 21st July School closes for the Summer Holiday
Wednesday 22nd July  Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)

Important Dates - 
Summer 2026 



Pumpkin Competition @The 
Devon Dumpling  

Please see the website for details about 
each club and how to sign up. 

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/clubs


Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Lunch Menu

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products (including peanuts, tree nuts, 
chocolate/nut spread and nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes 
due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, and even small traces 
can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe environment for all students.



Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 






