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Attendance this year

 95.5%
This is below our 96% 
target but we have 
been hard hit with 

winter bugs and viruses 
- hopefully this will pick 

up. 
If your child’s attendance is 
less than 95%, their learning 
will be affected by their 
absence. 
Should I keep my child off 
school poster? 

February 9th 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I wonder if this is the wettest Spring Term on record?  We have certainly had 
more than our fair share of wet and wild weather.  Hopefully we will at least get 
some respite over half term so everyone can enjoy their break.

The wet weather has had an impact on football training and football matches 
but we are still confident that we will be able to get these completed before the 
deadline.  The teams are performing well.  A big thank you to Mr Ellis for his 
commitment to the football teams and the time he gives up to support them.

I also want to thank all my colleagues for their commitment to extracurricular 
opportunities for the children.  Every week there is a range of clubs for the 
children to attend.  I will be posting some highlights on Facebook over the 
coming weeks so everyone can see what the children have been doing.  From 
Forest Club to Performing Arts, from Cooking Club to Netball, from Drawing Club 
to STEM, from Dance Club to Sensory music and so many others, there’s 
something for everyone.  Opportunities will continue in Spring 2.

Thanks also to the Performing Arts team who took the children to the Young 
Voices concert in Birmingham.  It was a long day for everyone but the children 
had a blast.  What a fabulous opportunity to shine. 

Final thanks for this half term go to our FOSS team who have organised a range 
of fabulous events this half term.  Each event is a lovely opportunity for the 
children but also a great fundraiser for the school.  FOSS are embarking on a 
project to support us to develop playground and outdoor learning spaces.  I will 
update you about improvements as they happen. 

Just enough space to wish you all a good half term break.  School opens on 
Monday 22nd February.

Kate Lee (Head of School)

Does your child have school lunches? We 
would like to gather some feedback.  Caterlink have set 

up this survey :  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV   

Deadline 27th March 

INSITE Spring 2026
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March

Amazon Wishlist - can you help?  
To continue to nurture a love of reading for all pupils, we 

would like to continue to build our library stock with the latest 
releases and collections of book series. To keep the school 

libraries filled with books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like to purchase into 
a wish list on Amazon. We would be extremely grateful if you 
are able to contribute to stocking our libraries with some of 

these amazing books.  To purchase one of the books, simply 
click on the link 

Looking for some 
Half-Term ideas?  
Scroll to the end of the 

newsletter - lots of information 
about local half term events 

and clubs. 

https://www.shiphay.com/
mailto:shiphayadmin@rivieraet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShiphayLearningAcademy/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/626669cb8fa8f523b7221b98/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


Why is good attendance so important? 
Research tells us that one of the key factors 
influencing a child’s academic and pastoral 
outcomes  and their later life chances, is their school 
attendance.  Children who do not have consistent 
school attendance are far more likely to fall behind 
their peers and not meet age-related expectations.

Each week in celebration assembly, we share attendance information. 
The 3 classes with the highest weekly attendance (as long as this is above 96%) earn an 
extra 5 mins of playtime.   These classes receive a special certificate in recognition. We talk 
to the children each week about the importance of good attendance at school.    

Celebrating Good Attendance 

Whole school attendance this 
year: 

95.5 %

Classes with highest 
attendance this term:

1st Butterfly 97.9%

2nd Oak 97.6%

3rd Sycamore 97.5%

4th Chestnut 96.9%

Each week in celebration assembly, we also track termly attendance.  
Well done to Butterfly who have the top attendance for the Spring Term so far (until Fri 6th 
February).  They will received their reward on Friday this week.   As you can see, Oak, 
Sycamore and Chestnut are not far behind.  Well done!   



Tips for being on time to school 
●Help your child to learn important organisational 

skills by getting their school bag and belongings 
ready the night before. This avoids the panic of 
rushing around in the morning looking for missing 
items.

●If you find that you are late by just a few minutes 
each day, look at adjusting your morning 
routine so that you leave a few minutes earlier.

●If you are struggling with routines at home, 
speak to your child’s teacher as there are 
several adults in school who can help and 
advise, and we also have access to our Family 
Support Worker Emily Knill and our Attendance 
and Welfare Officer Leila Watson-Gardner.

Punctuality - why is this 
important? 
Being on time for school is important 
for several reasons: 

● It creates good habits for the 
future - children learn that it is 
important to be on time for school 
and, in later life, work.

● It is unsettling for a child to have to 
walk into a class of children who 
are already learning.

● Lessons start promptly at 8.45am.  
When a child is late they miss 
important messages and the start 
of lessons, eg if a child in 
Reception or Y1 arrives late into 
class everyday, they will miss the 
first part of the Phonics lesson each 
time and this will have a 
detrimental effect on their progress 
in Reading.

● It is disruptive for the rest of the 
class to have a classmate arrive 
late into class, as often the lesson 
has to be paused.

● Some learning interventions 
happen first thing in the morning, 
so if your child is late they may be 
missing out on important learning 
support.

Spotlight on: Punctuality
Shiphay Timings:
8:35am Gates open
8:45am Register taken and learning begins

Gates close
Please note that ,although the gates are open until 8:45am, arriving as the gates close 
will mean that your child will:
● Miss the beginning of learning time - this can impact their progress and attainment
● Miss out on the opportunity to talk to their peers before school - this can impact 

their well being and sense of belonging
● Have to enter the classroom when everyone else is already settled - this can make 

them feel unsettled and impact the rest of their day.

Children should be in their 
classroom, ready to learn at 

8:45am



Please note the following points.  A few things are starting to slip and we want to make sure 
everyone is Shiphay smart.  Persistently failing to meet expectations will result in a consequence - 
for example missing part of playtime.  

Shoes / Trainers for uniform - we know that having to buy shoes and trainers can be costly, 
especially as children’s feet grow so quickly.  For this reason, we offer the chance for parents to 
just purchase plain black trainers and for these to be worn with uniform and PE kit.

Jewellery is not permitted - the only exception to this is a watch and a single pair of stud earrings.

Watches that can take photographs, access the internet or receive messages from mobile 
phones are not permitted. 

Long hair must be tied back

Hair accessories - these must be small, discrete and in school colours (red, grey, navy or black)

Under Armour or long-sleeved thermal should not be worn to replace a school jumper. When the 
weather is cold, we understand that some children may need to wear an extra layer under their 
polo shirt.  However, a long sleeved top under their polo shirt is not a replacement for their jumper 
since this is not part of uniform.  If a top is worn for extra warmth, it should not be visible.   If 
children are cold in class, they should wear a jumper.  If children are cold outside, they should 
wear their jumper and their coat. 

PE Kit - should only be worn on PE days. 

PE shorts - these must be plain black with no commercial logos.  These should be approximately 
knee length and not very short, hot pant style shorts
PE tops - these must be plain coloured Tshirts with no commercial logos.  Football shirts are not 
acceptable as PE kit
Jumpers for PE - children do not need an extra jumper.  They should wear their red school jumper

Uniform - Key Reminders 

Full uniform details and 
ordering information can 
be found on our website

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop
The pre-loved uniform is available in 

the Main Entrance and can be 
accessed whenever school is open.  If 
you are able to make a donation for 

items, we would be very grateful.  Any 
funds go straight to Pupil Council who 

decide how to spend these to 
improve playtimes and lunchtimes .

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/school-uniform


We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

Spring 1 - a few highlights 
Riviera 70 is our commitment to ensuring each Year group has access 
to a range of curriculum enhancement opportunities.  These can be 
trips, visitors to school, online experiences and other opportunities to 
learn.   The photo gallery has some highlights from this half term. 

Thank you for 
your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

Young Voices
Bedtime Stories
RAMM Museum Exeter
BSO - Exeter Uni
NSPCC workshops
NSPCC Number Day
South West Water  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


FOSS Events Spring 2026
Friday 13th February FOSS Break the rules the day (see poster) 
From Mon 2nd March World Book Day - Wonderlicious Bar sale (see poster)
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30)
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert - refreshments by FOSS

FOSS Project 2026

Playground and outdoor 

environment development

We love to read 

Amazon Wishlist - can you 
help?  To continue to nurture a love of 
reading for all pupils, we would like to 
continue to build our library stock with the 
latest releases and collections of book 
series. To keep the school libraries filled with 
books the children feel inspired to read, we 
have compiled a list of books we would like 
to purchase into a wish list on Amazon. We 
would be extremely grateful if you are able 
to contribute to stocking our libraries with 
some of these amazing books.

To purchase one of the books, simply click 
on the link below or scan the QR Code:
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IH
M1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share

FOSS News  

Break the Rules Day is a new 
fundraiser for this year.  On that day, the 
children can pay to break some of our school 
rules (see the poster for the rules that can be 
broken). 

Our usual Golden Rules (Be Ready, Be 
Respecting, Be Safe) will still be in place and we 
still expect the children to follow these. 

However, they can wear their own clothes, 
have fun with funky hair styles, bring a non-fruit 
snack for breaktime, wear face paint or make 
up.  

It is 50p per rule to be broken or £2 to break 
them all.  Please send the cash in with your 
child at the beginning of the day. 

The staff  will also be taking part - I wonder 
what rules they might like to break! Thank you for 

your support - 
The Devon 
Dumpling

Numbers Day - Friday 6th February
We will revisit the children’s learning about the 
NSPCC.  This is a normal school day so normal 

uniform.  During the day, the children will engage in 
some activities to celebrate maths and also 
reinforce important “Speak out.  Stay safe” 

messages  

Can you spare an hour to help 
at a FOSS event?  Please email 

foss@rivieraet.co.uk 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/IHM1R7ZA6TIF?ref_=wl_share


The safe use of AI
  Click here to find 

out more

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvist.ly%2F4qaac%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRVI2VlZJa1lyNkd4SGs2cHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7-AD9VQd8K7J3D_nt2dBWr3sCxqgUC6IydWWQHgRzEluTTN-E98GETdEKgYw_aem_8LRbwpKzzZ0SYrA19sx_jA&h=AT0rVydUDF-F3qx4uzSa4qI9YKw4ugs87ZTDU_wyQtKDOcXSZnjsTADtms-oKTFAbZ8QhwVbbNxKHljv1C3fsDuHMzLnIPVrVfbJrIkJgOSD0Y6jG0BBV7Hr_uzGL8iXnCso41YRka25UlU8y8Yhu3zkm7nAEiO29MAkQw&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT3camJiQzu0AEljWN4w9u1uILTL4ViPdcMPUtcjbgAWKn7aXyPedkm3XXf9FKMZiJ-CKHmGXNSx9eUA1W1Vw0-7DDx-_geOrUlqO-_LF_OEjG9zYMQyxzTqq6sf8CZRjJMx19UkebKzlZRE-UH67Xqwm4nGRD9syYDXhDFLT3Gt8JZj5z-Ak2IXt-Us_odaZzwfyr4lvGGQ3Is1NJhARfLh


Safer Internet Day 2026
Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on 
the 10th of February 2026, with celebrations and learning 
based around the theme ‘Smart tech, safe choices – 
Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’.

Everyone’s talking about AI, and with many children and 
young people hearing about and using AI online, it’s 
important they have the skills and confidence to make 
safe choices when they are using smart technology.
This Safer Internet Day we are exploring the impact of AI 
on all of our lives, looking at how AI can be used for good, 
and giving advice and guidance that empowers people 
to use AI safely and responsibly.

Click Here for more information 

Safer Internet Day @Shiphay 
The children will focus on online safety as part of 
their Personal Development learning. This will 
include: 
Y3-6

● BBC live lesson 
● STEM lessons for online safety. 

R-Y2
● Digiduck books will be used to 

make our younger children 

aware of online safety.   

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zcbhdnb#zx9vmbk
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/library/collection/507472/safer-internet-day
https://www.childnet.com/resources/digiduck-stories/


Important Dates 

Each week, children who have gone above and beyond 
are recommended to me by the adults in school.  I then 
have the fabulous job of calling or emailing  home to 
share this good news.  This is the best part of my week! 

At the following Celebration Assembly, 
the children receive their Head Teacher 
Award sticker in recognition of their 
achievements, 

Golden Phonecalls 
or Emails 

Spring 2026
Tuesday 10th February Safer Internet Day  
Tue 10th and Thur 12th February Parents’ Evenings 
Friday 13th February School closes for half term

FOSS Break the rules the day (see poster) 
Monday 23rd February School opens for Spring Term 2   
Wednesday 4th March.                                   Year 4 trip to The Eden Project
Thursday 5th March World Book Day - details to follow
9th-13th March Science Week
w/c 9th March 
Thursday 12th March FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30)
Wednesday 18th March Year 3 visit to RAMM in Exeter
Friday 20th March Comic Relief - Mufti 
w/b 23rd March Easter Assemblies at St Johns/ St Andrews Churches(tbc)
Thursday 26th March Spring Concert
Thursday 2nd April School closes for Easter
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1

INSITE Spring 2026
During Spring Term 1 we would like to offer 
you the opportunity to come into school to 
share your child’s learning.  The dates for the 
Spring 2026  INSITE sessions are on the right.  
Each session will take place in the 
afternoon.  Year groups will send out more 
detailed information ahead of each event. 

Nursery Wed 21st January
Year 1/2 Tue 27th January
Year 5 Fri 30th January
Year 6 Wed 4th February
Reception Wed 11th February
Year 4 Thur 5th March
Year 3 Wed 11th March



Summer 2026
(some dates are still to be confirmed - final confirmation as soon as possible) 
Monday 20th April School opens for Summer Term 1
Thursday 30th April FOSS Disco Y3/4 5:15-6:15 and Y5/6 6:30-7:30 (tbc)
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday
11th-14th May Year 6 SATs week
18th-22nd  May Year 3 Bellever Residential

Walk to school week
Friday 22nd  May School closes for half term

Monday 1st June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Tuesday 2nd June Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)
Wednesday 3rd June School opens for Summer Term 2
Thursday 4th June Local Standards Board (Governors) in school 
1st-12th June Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
8th-12th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
Thursday 11th June N, R, Y1, Y2 Scooter Party from 3:30pm tbc
Friday 12th June Cystic Fibrosis Day - wear yellow
Wednesday 17th June Class Photos
Thursday 18th June FOSS Outdoor Disco Y3/4 and Y5/6 tbc
Wednesday 24th June 9am R Y1 and Y2 Sports Day
Friday 26th June Mufti for Summer Fair
Wednesday 1st July Y3 Y4 Y5 and Y6 Sports Day 9am
Thursday 2nd July Nursery Summer Fun Day 1:45pm
Friday 3rd July FOSS Summer Fair tbc
Sunday 5th July Performing Arts rehearsal at TBGS
Monday 6th July Performing Arts at TBGS
Tuesday 7th July Y3-Y6 to watch Performing Arts at TBGS (pm) tbc

Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 8th July Performing Arts at TBGS (eve) tbc
Wednesday 15th July Open Evening and Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Thursday 16th July Y6 Leavers’ Party
Tuesday 21st July School closes for the Summer Holiday
Wednesday 22nd July  Non-Pupil Day (no Hub)

Important Dates - 
Summer 2026 



Pumpkin Competition @The 
Devon Dumpling  

Please see the website for details about 
each club and how to sign up. 

https://shiphay.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/clubs


Term Dates
Please note - May half term 2026
There are 2 non-pupil days
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June 
(no hub available)



Lunch Menu

Packed Lunches
Just a friendly reminder that whole nut products (including peanuts, tree nuts, 
chocolate/nut spread and nut bars) are not allowed in students’ lunch boxes 
due to allergy risks.
We have children in our school with severe nut allergies, and even small traces 
can cause serious reactions.
Please check all snacks and lunch items carefully before sending them in.
Thank you for helping us keep our school a safe environment for all students.



Music Lessons in School 

We are currently able to offer 
guitar, violin, singing, piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, piano, 
recorder and drums 
(percussion). 

If you are interested in lessons, 
please contact the teachers 
directly. 

Group Lessons for Clarinet
If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, they will 
have had clarinet lesson in class in Y4.  
Rosie, our woodwind teacher is 
offering group lessons for children who 
wish to continue.  We have instruments 
that the children can use for these 
lessons.  Please contact Rosie directly. 

Group of 3 - 30min lesson £7 each
Group of 2 - 20min lesson £7 each 







Early Bird Offer – Book now for 
The Big Step 2026! 

 
Is your child moving up to secondary school in September?
The Big Step is a fun and supportive summer transition programme 
designed to help Year 6 children feel confident, settled, and ready for Year 7.
 
Delivered by qualified teachers – but it’s definitely not school – it’s our 
activities week with a twist! Each day mirrors a secondary school 
timetable, blending fun, teamwork, and new experiences to help children 
make a smoother transition.
 
 Venue: Paignton Academy
 Date: Monday 10th – Friday 14th August 2026
 
Children take part in a wide range of hands-on activities, including:
 Escape rooms
 CSI investigations
 Martial arts*
 Cooking
 Arts and crafts
 Traitors-themed team day (scavenger hunts, orienteering, and strategy 
games)
 Glow-in-the-dark dodgeball*
 CPR and defibrillator training
 Classroom games 
 Sport and much more...
 
*Activities marked with an asterisk may not be available at every school.
 
Want to see what The Big Step looks like in action?
Watch our short highlights video here:
Traitors Themed Day
The Big Step in Action

https://youtu.be/gIDlohIUlas
https://youtu.be/E7JDLI6fv_Q








https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/sportystars-torbay-and-south-hams-torquay-multi-act
ivity-camp-torquay-1f7ebed6-ee62-4192-95d6-d0be32a13c2d







Cycle Torbay CIC will be running Learn to Ride sessions at Torbay Velopark in 
February half-term.
These subsidised sessions are open to pupils in Year 3 to Year 6, and are for 
children that aren’t able to ride a bike without stabilisers.
Click on the link to book a place.   
Learn to Ride Booking Link

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/learn-to-ride-for-children-torbay-velopark-paignton-tickets-1981313891184?aff=oddtdtcreator





