
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Key vocabulary 

particles solids, liquids and gases 

are made up of particles 

(they are so small we 

cannot see them) 

vibrations continuous rapid movements 

to and fro 

volume how loud or quiet a sound 

is 

pitch how high or low a sound is 

(note) 

Key knowledge 

• Sounds are vibrations. When objects vibrate they cause the particles around them to vibrate. 

• Sound waves travel through a medium from the sound source to our ears. 

• Sound can travel through mediums like air, water or wood but sound cannot travel through a 

vacuum (an area empty of matter). 

• Sound waves cause parts of our body inside our ears to vibrate, allowing us to hear (sense) the 

sound. 

• The loudness (volume) of the sound depends on the strength of the vibrations and how well they 

travel through the medium. 

• Bigger vibrations cause louder sounds and sounds decrease in volume the further they have to 

travel. 

• Pitch is the highness or lowness of a sound and is affected by features of objects producing the 

sounds. For example, smaller objects usually produce sounds with a higher pitch. 
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