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Key knowledge 

• All objects are made from one or more materials. 

• Examples of materials are wood, plastic, glass, metal, and rock. 

• Materials can be described by their properties, e.g. hard, soft, floppy, 

bendy, stretchy, stiff, waterproof, absorbent, breaks/ tears easily, 

rough, smooth, shiny, dull, see through, not see through. 

Key vocabulary 

man-made 

 

made by humans 

 

natural 

 

found in nature or taken 

from nature 

 

material anything used for building or 

making something 

property the property of a material is 

something that can be 

measured, seen or felt 

stretchy can be made longer or wider 

without tearing or breaking 

stiff not easily bent or changed in 

shape 

waterproof something that keeps out 

water 

absorbent able to soak up liquid easily 

see through clear 
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