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• Biodiversity is all the different living things in an area.

• Biodiversity is important because:

Humans rely on biodiversity for food, medicines and other resources.

Living things rely on each other for resources – t his  is  ca lled  interdependence .

I t  is  import a nt  for good  soil hea lt h.

I t  is  good  for our ment a l well-being.

• Biod ivers it y is  t hrea t ened by huma ns . We remove ha bit a t s , ca use  clima t e  cha nge, hunt  

a nima ls  a nd  red uce  biod ivers it y us ing some a gricult ura l pra ct ices .

Classifying Organisms
Classification d escribes  how we ca n sort  a ll organisms (living t hings) int o groups .  

Anima ls  a nd  pla nt s  be long t o  d ifferent  groups .  

Pla nt s  ca n be  sepa ra t ed  int o t wo groups : flowering a nd  nonflowering .

Anima ls  ca n be  sepa ra t ed  int o vertebrates a nd  invertebrates .

Vertebrates 

Vert ebra t es  ha ve  endoskeletons (int erna l 

skele t ons). Vert ebra t es ca n be  pla ced  int o one  of five  

groups : ma mma ls , bird s , fish, rept iles  or a mphibia ns .

I nvert ebra t es  d o not  ha ve  end oskele t ons . Slugs , sna ils , 

insect s , worms a nd  spid ers  a re  a ll invert ebra t es .

I nvert ebra t es  ha ve  exoskeletons or hydrostatic 

skeletons .

Invertebrates 

Exoskeletons a re  ha rd , rigid  

out er coverings  on t he  out s id e  

of t he  bod y, a nd  ca n be  found  

in cra bs  a nd  beet les .

ma mma l bird

rept ile

a mphibia nfish

worm

slug

spid er

sna il

Hydrostatic skeletons 

a re  fluid - filled  

compa rt ment s , like  t hose  

in a  worm or a  je llyfish.
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