
 

 

Verbal Handwriting Guidance 

Instruction: Phases 2 & 3 
Bug Club Phonics includes practical handwriting videos which present verbal 

instructions for letter formation. The scripted text for these videos, as coordinated to 

the sounds in each unit, can be found below. (Note: these handwriting instructions 

are for printed and not joined-up letter formation.)  

 

Phase 2  

Unit 1 

Phoneme /s/ written as ‘s’ (example word: sun) 

‘s.' Start in the middle, curl out, and in and out again, and stop.  

 

  Phoneme /a/ written as ‘a’ (example word: apple)  

  ‘a.' Start in the middle, go all the way round, down again, and flick. 

 

  Phoneme /t/ written as ‘t’ (example word: tap) 

‘t.' Start at the top, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Make a short 

stroke across the middle. 

 

Phoneme /p/ written as ‘p’ (example word: pan)  

‘p.' Start in the middle, go down below the bottom line, back up to the middle, 

and go all the way round. 

 

Unit 2 

Phoneme /i/ written as ‘i’ (example word: insect)  

‘i.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Put a dot 

above. 

 

Phoneme /n/ written as 'n' (example word: nest) 

‘n.' Start in the middle and go down to the bottom, back up and over to the 

bottom, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /m/ written as 'm' (example word: mat) 

‘m.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up and over to the 

bottom, back up and over to the bottom, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /d/ written as ‘d’ (example word: dog) 

‘d.' Start in the middle, go all the way round, then up to the top, back down, 

and flick. 



 

 

Unit 3 

Phoneme /g/ written as ‘g’ (example word: goat)  

‘g.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down below the bottom line, 

and make a tail. 

 

Phoneme /o/ written as ‘o’ (example word: octopus)  

‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. 

 

Phoneme /c/ written as ‘c’ (example word: cat)  

‘c.' Start in the middle, go round to the bottom, and stop. 

 

Phoneme /c/ written as ‘k’ (example word: key)  

‘k.' Start at the top, go down to the bottom, back up to the middle, loop round, 

out, and flick. 

 

Unit 4 

Phoneme /c/ written as ‘ck’ (example word: sack)  

‘ck.' ‘c.' Start in the middle, go round to the bottom, and stop. ‘k.' Start at the 

top, go down to the bottom, back up to the middle, loop round, out, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /e/ written as ‘e’ (example word: elephant)  

‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to the bottom. 

 

Phoneme /u/ written as ‘u’ (example word: umbrella)  

‘u.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, curve up to the middle, back 

down, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /r/ written as ‘r’ (example word: rat)  

‘r.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 

 

Unit 5 

Phoneme /h/ written as ‘h’ (example word: hat)  

‘h.' Start at the top, go down, up to the middle, over and down to the bottom, 

and flick. 

 

Phoneme /b/ written as ‘b’ (example word: bag)  

‘b.' Start at the top, go down to the bottom, back up to the middle, and all the 

way round. 

 

Phoneme /f/ written as ‘f’ and ‘ff’ (example words: fan/muffin)  

f. Start at the top with a tiny hook, then go all the way down below the bottom 

line, make a tail, and lift off. Make a short stroke across the middle. 

 

Phoneme /l/ written as ‘l’ and ‘ll’ (example words: leg/doll)  

‘l.' Start at the top, go down to the bottom, and flick. 

 



 

 

Phoneme /s/ written as ‘ss’ (example word: dress)  

'ss.' ‘s.' Start in the middle, curl out, and in, and out again, and stop. ‘s.' Start 

in the middle, curl out, and in, and out again, and stop. 

 

 

Phase 3  

Unit 6 

Phoneme /j/ written as ‘j’ (example word: jam)  

‘j.' Start in the middle, go down, and below the bottom line, make a tail, and lift 

off. Put a dot above. 

 

Phoneme /v/ written as ‘v’ (example word: van)  

‘v.' Start in the middle, slope down to the bottom, and slope up to the middle. 

 

Phoneme /w/ written as ‘w’ (example word: web)  

‘w.' Start in the middle, slope down to the bottom, slope up to the middle, 

slope down, slope up. 

 

Phoneme /x/ written as ‘x’ (example word: fox)  

‘x.' Start in the middle, slope down to the bottom, and lift off. Start a new 

stroke on the other side, and slope down to the bottom crossing the first 

stroke. 

 

Unit 7 

Phoneme /y/ written as ‘y’ (example word: yell)  

‘y.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, curve up to the middle, back 

down below the bottom line, and make a tail. 

 

Phoneme /z/ written as ‘z’ and ‘zz’ (example words: zip/buzz)  

‘z.' Start in the middle, go across, slope down the bottom, and go across 

again. 

 

Phoneme /qu/ written as ‘qu’ (example word: queen)  

‘qu.' ‘q.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, then down below the line, 

and flick. ‘u.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, curve up to the 

middle, back down, and flick. 

 

Unit 8 

Phoneme /ch/ written as ‘ch’ (example word: chips) 

‘ch.' ‘c.' Start in the middle, go round to the bottom, and stop. ‘h.' Start at the 

top, go down, up to the middle, over and down to the bottom, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /sh/ written as ‘sh’ (example word: shell) 

‘sh.' ‘s.' Start in the middle, curl out, and in, and out again, and stop. ‘h.' Start 

at the top, go down, up to the middle, over and down to the bottom, and flick. 



 

 

Phoneme /th/ written as ‘th’ (example word: moth) 

‘th.' ‘t.' Start at the top, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Make a short 

stroke across the middle. ‘h.' Start at the top, go down, up to the middle, over 

and down to the bottom, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /ng/ written as ‘ng’ (example word: king) 

‘ng.' ‘n.' Start in the middle and go down to the bottom, back up and over to 

the bottom, and flick. ‘g.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down 

below the bottom line, and make a tail. 

 

Unit 9 

Phoneme /ai/ written as ‘ai’ (example word: snail) 

‘ai.' ‘a.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down again, and flick. ‘i.' 

Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Put a dot above. 

 

Phoneme /ee/ written as ‘ee’ (example word: sheep) 

‘ee.' ‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to the bottom. 

‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to the bottom. 

 

Phoneme /igh/ written as ‘igh’ (example word: night) 

‘igh.' ‘i.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Put a dot 

above. ‘g.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down below the bottom 

line, and make a tail. ‘h.' Start at the top, go down, up to the middle, over and 

down to the bottom, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /oa/ written as ‘oa’ (example word: boat) 

‘oa.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘a.' Start in the 

middle, go all the way around, down again, and flick. 

 

Phoneme /oo/ (long) written as ‘oo’ (example word: spoon) 

‘oo.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘o.' Start in the 

middle, go all the way round in a circle. 

 

Phoneme /oo/ (short) written as ‘oo’ (example word: book) 

‘oo.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘o.' Start in the 

middle, go all the way round in a circle. 

 

Unit 10 

Phoneme /ar/ written as ‘ar’ (example word: star) 

‘ar.' ‘a.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down again, and flick. ‘r.' 

Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 

 

Phoneme /or/ written as ‘or’ (example word: fork) 

‘or.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘r.' Start in the 

middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 

 

 

 



 

 

Phoneme /ur/ written as ‘ur’ (example word: surf) 

‘ur.' ‘u.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, curve up to the middle, 

back down, and flick. ‘r.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, 

over, and stop. 

 

Phoneme /ow/ written as ‘ow’ (example word: owl) 

‘ow.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘w.' Start in the 

middle, slope down to the bottom, slope up to the middle, slope down, slope 

up. 

 

Phoneme /oi/ written as ‘oi’ (example word: coin) 

‘oi.' ‘o.' Start in the middle, go all the way round in a circle. ‘i.' Start in the 

middle, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Put a dot above. 

 

Unit 11 

Phoneme /ear/ written as ‘ear’ (example word: ear) 

‘ear.' ‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to the bottom. 

‘a.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down again, and flick. ‘r.' Start 

in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 

 

Phoneme /air/ written as ‘air’ (example word: chair) 

‘air.' ‘a.' Start in the middle, go all the way around, down again, and flick. ‘i.' 

Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, flick, and lift off. Put a dot above. 

‘r.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 

 

Phoneme /ure/ written as ‘ure’ (example word: manure) 

‘ure.' ‘u.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, curve up to the middle, 

back down, and flick. ‘r.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, 

over, and stop. ‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to 

the bottom. 

 

Phoneme /ur/ written as ‘er’ (example word: ladder) 

‘er.' ‘e.' Start below the middle line, curl up, and then go round to the bottom. 

‘r.' Start in the middle, go down to the bottom, back up, over, and stop. 


