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Levelling in Bug Club Independent

How are Reception and Year 1 books levelled?

In Reception and Year 1, books are aligned to the phonics units in the Bug Club Phonics
progression, which is based on Letters and Sounds and has been proven to be effective
in teaching young children to read. In Bug Club Independent, we no longer align
Reception and Year 1 books to book bands, in line with the Department for Education’s
recommendations in their 2021 non-statutory document The reading framework: teaching

the foundations of literacy. In this document, the DfE explains:

‘Decodable’ books and other texts make children feel successful from the very
beginning. They do not encounter words that include GPCs [grapheme-phoneme
correspondences] they cannot decode. If an adult is not present, they are not forced to
guess from pictures, the confext, the first letters of a word or its shapel...]. 'Decodable’
books and fexts that children read should run alongside or a litfle behind the teaching of
the GPCs, so that they always feel a sense of achievement when they are asked to read
such books. It is important that children practise their

reading with ‘decodable’ books or fexts. They speed

up the time they need fo gain sufficient accuracy fo

read a wide range of children’s literature.

How do | use Bug Club Independent alongside
Bug Club Phonics?

Each Bug Club Independent book is fully matched to a Bug Club Phonics unit. For schools
who use Bug Club Phonics and Bug Club Independent, we recommend the following
process for each Unit:

1. Teach the Unit using Bug Club Phonics Whole Class Teaching

2. Assign Bug Club Phonics books matched to that Unit to allow children to
practise decoding using the newly taught letter-sound correspondences.

3. Assign Bug Club Independent books matched to that Unit. By this fime, children
should be more confident in decoding the taught letter-sound correspondences for
the Unit, so they will be able to shift their focus to starting to develop fluency and
comprehension skills through reading the Bug Club Independent books that are
matched fo their level of phonics learning.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy

How do | use Bug Club Independent alongside a different phonics
programme?

For best results, we recommend that you use these books alongside Bug Club Phonics, to
ensure fidelity to one phonics progression. However, if you do decide to use the Bug Club
Independent books alongside another phonics progression, we would recommend the
following steps:

1. Map your phonics progression to the Bug Club Independent one. Identify when
you will have taught all of the letter-sound correspondences for each Bug Club
Independent unit, and mark this on your map. At these points, you can allocate the
relevant Bug Club Independent books to children knowing that they will not come
across any words they cannot decode. If you currently use the Little Wandle phonics
progression, we have done this mapping for you: Little Wandle mapping.

2. Alternatively, you could allocate books by Phonics Phase — so once children have
been taught all of the Phase 2 phonemes, you could allocate the Phase 2 books to
them to read.

How are Year 2 and Key Stage 2 books levelled?

In Year 2 and Key Stage 2, the Bug Club Independent books are levelled by book bands.
At this stage, children are expected to be able to decode any words and will start to focus
more on increasing their stamina and fluency and on developing and deepening their
comprehension skills. The book band levelling ensures that books increase in language
complexity and in length gradually, helping children to maintain their confidence by
moving on in small, achievable steps.

Which levels are covered in each year?

The chart on the next page summarises the phonics phases and book bands at each
year group.


https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/asset-library/xls/primary/Bug-Club/Bug-Club-Phonics/Bug-Club-Phonics-and-Bug-Club-book-mapping-20-April-2022.xlsx

Which phonemes and graphemes are covered in each phonics unit?

Lefters & L Focus phonemes Focus graphemes
Year Sounds Phonics P grap Example words Tricky words
. (sounds) (letters)
Phase unit
Phase 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
1 satp satp sat, at, tap, pat N/A
2 inmd inmd in, nap, mat, din N/A
Phase 2 3 goc gock dog, on, cod, kip to, and
4 keur ckeur rock, men, sun, rip the, no, go
5 hbfls hbffflllss hill, tub, fun, puff, lip, hill, mess I, into, her
Reception 6 VWX VWX job, van, wit, wax me, be
7 yzqu yzzzqu yes, zap, fizz, quiz he, my, by she
8 ch shth ng chshthng chin, ship, thin, this, thing they
Phase 3 gieeigh oa ai eeigh oa sail, seed, night, boat, moon, we, are
9
00 (long) oo (short) 00 (long) oo (short) book
10 ar or ur ow oi ar or ur ow oi car, fork, turn, cow, boil you
N ear air er ure ear air er ure fear, hair, term, pure all, was, give (gives), live (lives)
consolidation adjacent consonants (cvee, ccve, | e.g. pram, stamp, scram, splash | said, have, like (likes), so, do,
Phase 4 12 CeveC, Ceeve, ceevee) some, come (comes), were, there,
little, one, when, out, what
w wh wheel oh, their, people
13 .
f ph phonics
14 ai (long a) ay a-e eigh ey ei play, cake, eight, they, reins Mr, Mrs, Ms
15 ee (long e eae-eieeyy beach, athlete, brownies, donkey, | looked, called, asked
puppy
Year 1 16 igh (long i) iei-eyi tie, kite, my, wild water, where
17 oa (long o) OW 0-e 0 0e bowtie, nose, so, toes who, again
Phase 5 18 long 0o ew ue u-e few, flew, glue, tube, lute thought, through
short oo uoul put, could
19 or aw au al paw, Paul, always, ball work (works, working), laughed
(laugh, laughs), because
20 ur ir er ear fir, higher, heard Thursday, Saturday, thirteen,
(er is revision) thirty
2 ow ou shout different, any, many
oi oy boy




LSUSEIS £ Focus phonemes Focus graphemes
Year Sounds Phonics P grap Example words Tricky words
. (sounds) (lefters)
Phase unit

29 ear ere eer mere, jeer eyes (eye), friends (friend)
air are ear care, bear

93 C ckckch cat, kid, clock, chemist two, once

(c, k, ck are revision)

s cle) cli) cly) sc stil) se ice, icicle, icy, scent, bustling, great, clothes

24 S, Z se house

amuse
25 i gle) gli) gly) dge age, gist, clergy, dodge it's, I'm, I'll, I've
Year | Phase 5 I le little don't, can't, didn't

m mb lamb

26
n kn gn know, gnome
r wr wrong
ch tch watch first, second, third
sh ch, cli), (i), sli), ssli) chef, special, magician, initial,

martian, action, Asian, mission

27 e ea bread
WO (wla was
u o son
zh S freasure




